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9. The Basis of Islam and its Essential Pillars - it’s most
important shares and rituals

In tandem with the nature of our present book, it carries this intended meaning, to be an
exposition upon the basis of Islam and the reality of Tawḥeed. In other words, with the
meaning of what the testimony of faith is – that there is no god/deity but Allah and that
Muḥammad is the Messenger of Allah. The abridgement of what is commonly referred to by
many people as being the ‘Five Pillars of Islam’ is a good parlance. Yet it is necessary to correct
some of the errors that have arisen therein, as well as dispelling some of the confusions that
have become quite common place. In particular, the word ‘Pillar’ (rukn, pl. Arkān) is notably
absent from the Sharī’ah texts, although it has been used extensively by previous scholars. It
has largely been taken from the famous ḥadith of Abdallah bin Umar al-Khaṭṭāb (may Allah
be pleased with him), as has been reported in the Ṣaḥīḥ of Imām Bukhāri:

َ سى َقا َل أ َ ْخ َب َرنَا َح ْن
ع َب ْي ُد َّ ه
ُ س ْف َيانَ َع ْن هع ْك هر َمةَ ب هْن خَا هلد َع ْن اب هْن
ُ َح َّدثَنَا
ُ ظ َلةُ ْبنُ أ َ هبي
َّ ي
ع َم َر َر ه
َ ّللا ْبنُ ُمو
ُّللا
َ ض
سو ُل َّ ه
ّللاُ َوأ َ َّن ُم َح َّمدًا
َ اْلس ََْل ُم َعلَى َخ ْمس
ُ  قال َر:َع ْن ُه َما قال
َّ ش َها َد هة أ َ ْن َل هإلَهَ هإ َّل
ي ْه
َ  بُ هن، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،ّللا
َّ ص ََلةه َوإهيت هَاء
سو ُل َّ ه
َضان
ُ َر
َّ ّللا َوإهقَ هام ال
َ ص ْو هم َر َم
َ الزكَاةه َو ْال َحجه َو
Ubaidallah bin Musa narrated to us he said Ḥan’dthala bin Abi Sufyān reported to us from
Ikrima bin Khālid from Ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) he said: the Prophet
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(peace be upon him) said: Islam is built upon five – to testify that there is no deity but Allah
and that Muḥammad is the messenger of Allah; to establish Ṣalāt, to pay Zakāt, Ḥajj and
the fast of Ramaḍān.

The ḥadith is widely reported such as in Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim,1 in the Sunan of Nasā’i, 2 as well in
Ṣaḥīḥ Ibn Ḥibbān.3 Following this citation, the Imām Abu Ḥātim Ibn Ḥibbān furnishes us with
a very important and lucid comment,4 he writes:

These two reports have both come to address (matters) according to (or based upon) the
given situation, because he (peace be upon him) mentioned al-I’mān then enumerated
four qualities, then he mentioned al-Islam and enumerated five qualities. And this is what
we say in our book, because when the Arabs mention something known in their language
which has such enumeration, it doesn’t mean that the listed number of matters is to the
exclusion of all others. Of what behind it he did not intend with his speech (peace be
upon him) that al-I’mān is not (only) what was counted in the report of Ibn A’bbās because
he (peace be upon him) mentioned in other reports a great number of things regarding
al-I’mān which are not mentioned in either of the reports which both Ibn A’bbās and Ibn
Umar have conveyed.

A considerable number of scholars of ḥadith have cited this tradition in their respective works.
To mention but a few:

 Ṣaḥīḥ Ibn Khuzayma Vol. 1 sec. 159, no. 308; Vol. 1 sec. 160, no. 309, Vol. 3 sec. 187,
no. 1880 and Vol. 4 sec. 128, no. 2505
 Musnad Imām Aḥmad bin Ḥanbal Vol. 2 sec. 120, no. 6015 and Vol. 2 sec. 143, no.
6301

1

Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim Vol. 1 sec. 45 & 46, no. 16
Sunan Nasā’i Vol. 8 sec. 108, no. 5001
3
Ṣaḥīḥ Ibn Ḥibbān Vol. 1 sec. 375, no. 158 and Vol. 4 sec. 295, no. 1446
4
Appearing after citing the ḥadith of Ibn Umar at Vol. 1 sec. 375, no. 158 in the Ṣaḥīḥ
2
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 Musnad Ḥumaydi Vol. 2 sec. 308, no. 703
 Musnad Abu Ya’la Vol. 10 sec. 166, no. 5788
 Ṭabarāni Mu’jam Kabir Vol. 12 sec. 309, no. 13,203 and Vol. 12 sec. 412, no. 13,518
 Ṭabarāni Mu’jam al-Awsaṭ Vol. 6 sec. 230, no. 0; Vol. 6 sec. 230, no. 6264 and Vol. 7
sec. 34, no. 6770
 Nasā’i Sunan al-Kubra Vol. 6 sec. 531, no. 11,732
 Sunan Nasā’i Vol. 6 sec. 531, no. 11,732
 Sunan Tirmidhi Vol. 5 sec. 6, no. 2609
 Bayhaqy Sunan al-Kubra Vol. 1 sec. 358, no. 1561; Vol. 4 sec. 81, no. 7013 and Vol. 4
sec. 199, no. 7680.

Elsewhere in his Ṣaḥīḥ, Imām Bukhāri has a fuller explanation of the narrative, albeit in
mawquf form:

َح َّدثَنَا ُم َح َّم ُد ْبنُ َب َّ
ع َب ْي ُد َّ ه
ّللاُ َع ْن ُه َما أَت َاهُ َر ُج ََل هن
ّللا َع ْن نَافهع َع ْن اب هْن ُ
ب َح َّدثَنَا ُ
ي َّ
شار َح َّدثَنَا َع ْب ُد ْال َو َّها ه
ع َم َر َر ه
ض َ
هفي هفتْنَ هة اب هْن ُّ
احبُ ال َّن هبي ه ،صلى هللا عليه وسلمَ ،ف َما َي ْمنَ ُعكَ
صنَعُوا َوأ َ ْنتَ ا ْبنُ ُ
ص ه
ع َم َر َو َ
اس َ
الز َبي هْر َف َق َال هإ َّن ال َّن َ
ّللاُ ﴿ َوقَاتهلُو ُه ْم َحتَّى َل ت َ ُكونَ فهتْنَة﴾ فَقَا َل قَات َْلنَا َحتَّى لَ ْم
ّللا َح َّر َم َد َم أ َ هخي فَقَ َال أَلَ ْم يَقُ ْل َّ
أ َ ْن ت َْخ ُر َج فَقَا َل يَ ْمنَعُنهي أ َ َّن َّ َ
عثْ َمانُ ْبنُ
لِل َوأ َ ْنت ُ ْم ت ُ هريدُونَ أ َ ْن تُقَاتهلُوا َحتَّى ت َ ُكونَ فهتْنَة َويَ ُكونَ الدهي ُن هلغَي هْر َّ ه
ت َ ُك ْن فهتْنَة َو َكانَ الدهي ُن ه َّ ه
ّللا َوزَ ا َد ُ
صا هلح َع ْن اب هْن َو ْهب قَا َل أ َ ْخبَ َرنهي فُ ََلن َو َحي َْوة ُ ْبنُ ُ
ّللاه
ع ْن بَ ْك هر ب هْن َع ْمرو ْال َمعَافه هري ه أ َ َّن بُ َكي َْر بْنَ َع ْب هد َّ
ش َريْح َ
َ
الرحْ َم هن َما َح َملَكَ َعلَى أ َ ْن ت َ ُح َّج َعا ًما َوت َ ْعت هَم َر َعا ًما
َح َّدثَهُ َع ْن نَا هفع أ َ َّن َر ُج ًَل أَت َى ابْنَ ُ
ع َم َر فَقَا َل يَا أَبَا َع ْب هد َّ
س هبي هل َّ ه
علَى خ َْمس
ب َّ
اْلس ََْل ُم َ
ّللا َع َّز َو َج َّل َوقَ ْد َع هل ْمتَ َما َر َّغ َ
َوتَتْ ُركَ ْال هج َها َد فهي َ
ي ْه
ّللاُ فهي هه قَا َل َيا ابْنَ أ َ هخي بُنه َ
اء َّ
الرحْ َم هن أَ َل
الزكَاةه َو َحجه ْالبَ ْي ه
ضانَ َوأ َ َد ه
الِله َو َر ُ
إهي َمان به َّ
ت قَا َل يَا أَبَا َع ْب هد َّ
سو هل هه َوال َّ
صيَ هام َر َم َ
ص ََلةه ْال َخ ْم هس َو ه
ّللاُ فهي هكت َابه ههَ ﴿ :وإه ْن َ
ص هل ُحوا بَ ْينَ ُه َما فَإ ه ْن بَغ ْ
َت إهحْ َدا ُه َما َعلَى ْاْل ُ ْخ َرى
َان هم ْن ْال ُمؤْ همنهينَ ا ْقتَتَلُوا فَأ َ ْ
ت َ ْس َم ُع َما ذَك ََر َّ
طائهفَت ه
فَقَاتهلُوا الَّتهي ت َ ْب هغي َحت َّى ت َ هفي َء إهلَى أ َ ْم هر َّ ه
ّللاه،
علَى َع ْه هد َر ُ
سو هل َّ
ّللا﴾﴿ ،قَاتهلُو ُه ْم َحتَّى َل ت َ ُكونَ فهتْنَة﴾َ ،قالََ :فعَ ْلنَا َ
اْلس ََْل ُم قَ هل ً
اْلس ََْل ُم
يَل فَ َكانَ َّ
الر ُج ُل يُ ْفت َنُ فهي دهينه هه هإ َّما قَتَلُوهُ َو هإ َّما يُعَ هذبُونَهُ َحتَّى َكث ُ َر ْ ه
صلى هللا عليه وسلمَ ،و َكانَ ْ ه
ّللا َعفَا َع ْنهُ َوأ َ َّما أ َ ْنت ُ ْم فَك هَر ْهت ُ ْم أ َ ْن ت َ ْعفُوا َع ْنهُ
عثْ َمانَ قَا َل أ َ َّما ُ
فَلَ ْم ت َ ُك ْن فهتْنَة قَا َل فَ َما قَ ْولُكَ فهي َع هلي َو ُ
عثْ َمانُ فَ َكأ َ َّن َّ َ
َار هب َي هد هه فَقَا َل َهذَا َب ْيتُهُ َحي ُ
سو هل َّ ه
ْث ت ََر ْونَ
َوأ َ َّما َع هلي فَا ْب ُن َع هم َر ُ
ّللا ،صلى هللا عليه وسلمَ ،و َختَنُهُ َوأَش َ
Muḥammad bin Bashār narrated to us Abdal-Wahāb narrated to us Ubaidallah narrated
to us from Nāfi’ from Ibn Umar, may Allah be pleased with him: During the affliction of
Ibn Az-Zubayr, two men came to Ibn Umar and said: ‘The people are lost, and you are the
’?son of Umar, and the companion of the Prophet, so what forbids you from coming out
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He said: ‘What forbids me is that Allah has prohibited the shedding of my brother's
blood.’ They both said: ‘Didn't Allah say: And fight then until there is no more affliction?’
He said: ‘We fought until there was no more affliction and the Deen is for Allah, while
you want to fight until there is affliction and until the Deen becomes for other than Allah.’
And (from) Uthmān bin Ṣāliḥ from Ibn Wahb he said, Ḥaywa bin Shurayḥ and so and
so reported to me from Bakr bin Amr al-Ma’āfiry that Bukeer bin Abdallah narrated to
him from Nāfi’ (the following) is added: that a man came to Ibn Umar and said: ‘O Abu
Abdar-Raḥman! What made you perform Ḥajj in one year and Umra in another and leave
the Jihād in the path of Allah, though you know how much Allah recommends it?’ Ibn
Umar replied: ‘O son of my brother! Islam is founded upon five: I’mān in Allah and his
messenger; the five-prayers, the fasting of Ramaḍān; rendering of Zakāt and pilgrimage
(Ḥajj) to the house.
The man said: ‘O Abu Abdar-Raḥman! Won't you listen to why Allah has mentioned
in his book: If two groups of believers fight each other, then make peace between them,
but if one of then transgresses beyond bounds against the other, then you all fight against
the one that transgresses; and fight them till there is no more affliction (i.e. no more
worshiping of others along with Allah).’ Ibn Umar said: We did it, during the lifetime of
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) when Islam had only a few followers. A man
would be put to trial because of his Deen; he would either be killed or tortured. But when
the Muslims increased, there was no more affliction or oppression.’ The man said: ‘What
is your opinion about Uthmān and `Ali?’ Ibn Umar said: ‘As for Uthmān, it seems that
Allah has forgiven him, but you people dislike that he should be forgiven. And as for Ali,
he is the cousin of Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) and his son-in-law.’ Then he
pointed with his hand and said, ‘That is his house which you see.’

Imām Aḥmad also cites similarly in his Musnad again in mawquf form:

اْلس ََْل ُم
ُ ع ْن يَ هزي َد ب هْن به ْشر َع هن اب هْن
ُ َح َّدثَنَا َو هكيع َع ْن
ُ س ْفيَانَ َع ْن َم ْن
َ سا هل هم ب هْن أَبهي ْال َج ْع هد
َ صور َع ْن
ي ْه
َ ع َم َر قَا َل بُنه
َّ ص ََلةه َوإهيت هَاء
ضانَ َقا َل َفقَا َل َلهُ َر ُجل
َ َعلَى َخ ْمس
الزكَاةه َو َحجه ْالبَ ْي ه
َّ ش َها َدةه أ َ ْن َل إه َلهَ إه َّل
َّ ّللاُ َوإه َق هام ال
َ ص ْو هم َر َم
َ ت َو
سو ُل َّ ه
سبهي هل َّ ه
 صلى هللا عليه وسلم،ّللا
ُ ُّللا قَا َل ا ْبن
ُ سن َه َكذَا َح َّدثَنَا َر
َ ع َم َر ْال هج َها ُد َح
َ َو ْال هج َها ُد فهي
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Waki’ narrated to us from Sufyān from Manṣur from Sālim bin Abi al-Ja’d from Yazeed
bin Bishr from Ibn Umar, he said: Islam is built upon five: testifying that there is no deity
but Allah; establishing the prayer, paying the Zakat; pilgrimage to the house and the fast
of Ramaḍān. A man said to him: And Jihād in the way of Allah? Ibn Umar said – Jihād is
good, thus as the Prophet (peace be upon him) narrated to us.

I would submit that there is great difference in the narrative as set out on multiple occasions
and shown by these various aḥadith that have been reported. Yet in none of the narratives
presented thus far, is there an explicit mention of hearing this directly from the Prophet
(peace be upon him) by Ibn Umar. What he does mention is – ‘he said, the Prophet said;’
‘from the Prophet, he said,’ or ‘the Prophet narrated to us.’ It is something which strengthens
the contention that it would appear to be a deduction (istinbāṭ) that has been made by
Abdallah bin Umar bin al-Khaṭṭāb from the famous ḥadith of Jibreel, which he took from his
father Umar; more pertinently, he was not a direct eyewitness to that event. In any case, it
is a continuously recurrent tradition (mutawātir) from Ibn Umar, as it has been reported by
the majority of trustworthy narrators from the Tābi’een.
Within the Musnad of Imām Aḥmad the following is reported upon the authority of Jarir
bin Abdallah:

سو ُل َّ ه
: صلى هللا عليه وسلم،ّللا
ُ  قَا َل َر: قَا َل،ع ْن َج هرير
 َع ْن َع ه، َع ْن َجابهر،ُ َح َّدثَنَا إهس َْرائهيل،َح َّدثَنَا هَا هش ُم
َ ،امر
َّ  َو هإيت هَاء،صَلةه
َضان
َّ َّ َش َها َدةه أَ ْن ل هإلَهَ هإل،اْلسَْل ُم َعلَى َخ ْمس
َّ  َو هإقَ هام ال،ُّللا
َ ص ْو هم َر َم
َ  َو، َو َحجه ْالبَ ْيته،الزكَاةه
ى ه
َ بُنه
Hishām narrated to us Isrāeel narrated to us from Jābir from A’āmir from Jarir he said the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: Islam is built upon five; testifying that there
is no deity but Allah, establishing the Ṣalāt, paying the Zakāt, pilgrimage to the house and
the fast of Ramaḍān.
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Ṭabarāni also reports this in Mu’jam al-Kabir5 as does Abu Ya’la in his Musnad,6 as well as
other than them. Next, Imām Aḥmad has recorded the following, again in his Musnad:

سو َل َّ ه
ير ب هْن َع ْب هد َّ ه
 صلى هللا،ّللا
ُ س هم ْعتُ َر
ي َع ْن َع ه
َ امر
َ ّللا َقا َل
ع ْن َج هر ه
ُّ ي َح َّدثَنَا َد ُاو ُد ْبنُ َي هزي َد ْاْل َ ْو هد
ُّ َح َّدثَنَا َم هك
َّ ص ََل هة َو هإيت هَاء
ت
َ اْلس ََْل ُم َعلَى َخ ْمس
الزكَا هة َو َحجه ْال َب ْي ه
َّ ش َها َد هة أ َ ْن َل هإلَهَ هإ َّل
َّ ّللاُ َو هإقَ هام ال
ي ْه
َ  َيقُو ُل بُ هن،عليه وسلم
َضان
َ صيَ هام َر َم
َو ه
Makki narrated to us Dāwud bin Yazeed al-Awdi narrated to us from A’āmir from Jarir bin
Abdallah he said I heard the Prophet (peace be upon him) saying: Islam is built upon five;
testifying that there is no deity but Allah, establishing the Ṣalāt, paying the Zakāt,
pilgrimage to the house and the fast of Ramaḍān.

As with the above, Ṭabarāni also reports this in Mu’jam al-Kabir7 as does Abu Ya’la in his
Musnad,8 amongst others. The following narration has been cited by Ṭabarāni in his Mu’jam
al-Kabir:

حدثنا الحسن بن عليل الغزي حدثنا أبو كريب حدثنا معاوية بن هشام حدثنا شيبان عن جابر عن الشعبي عن
جرير قال بني اْلسَلم على خمس شهادة أن ل إله إل هللا وإقام الصَلة وإيتاء الزكاة وحج البيت وصيام
رمضان
Al-Ḥasan bin A’leel al-Ghazi narrated to us Abu Kareeb narrated to us Mu’āwiya bin
Hishām narrated to us Shaybān narrated to us from Jābir from ash-Sha’bi from Jarir he
said: Islam is built upon five; testifying that there is no deity but Allah, establishing the
Ṣalāt, paying the Zakāt, pilgrimage to the house and the fast of Ramaḍān.

Again, Ṭabarāni has the next narration, albeit recorded in his Mu’jam Ṣaghir:

5

Ṭabarāni Mu’jam al-Kabir, Vol. 2 sec. 326, no. 2363
Musnad Abu Ya’la Vol. 13 sec. 490, no. 7502
7
Ṭabarāni Mu’jam al-Kabir, Vol. 2 sec. 326, no. 2364
8
Musnad Abu Ya’la Vol. 13 sec. 497, no. 7507
6
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َّ  َع ْن َع،ث
ُ  َح َّدثَنَا أ َ ْش َع، َح َّدثَنَا أَبهي،ص َر
َ َح َّدثَنَا ُم َح َّم ُد ْبنُ أَحْ َم َد ب هْن َح َّماد أَبُو به ْشر الد
 َع ْن َع ْب هد،طاف
ْ  به هم،ي
ُّ ُّولبه
َّ  َع هن ال،ب ب هْن أَبهي ثَابهت
ير ب هْن َع ْب هد َّ ه
َّ ه
سلَّ َم
َّ صلَّى
ّللا ب هْن َحبهي ه
َ ّللاُ َع َل ْي هه َوآ هل هه َو
َ  َع هن النَّبهي ه:ّللا ْالبَ َج هلي ه
 َع ْن َج هر ه،ش ْعبهيه
َّ  َو هإيت َا ُء،ص ََلةه
ص ْو ُم
َ :اْلس ََْل ُم َعلَى َخ ْمس
 َو َح ُّج ْالبَ ْي ه،الزكَاةه
َّ ش َها َدة ُ أ َ ْن َل هإلَهَ هإ َّل
َّ  َوإه َقا ُم ال،ُّللا
َ  َو،ت
ي ْه
َ  بُنه:قَا َل
َضان
َ َر َم
Muḥammad bin Aḥmad bin Ḥammād Abu Bishr al-Dawlābi narrated to us in Egypt my
father narrated to us Ash’ath narrated to us from A’ṭāf from Abdallah bin Ḥabeeb bin Abi
Thābit from ash-Sha’bi from Jarir bin Abdallah al-Bajili from the Prophet (peace be upon
him) he said: Islam is built upon five; testifying that there is no deity but Allah, establishing
the Ṣalāt, paying the Zakāt, pilgrimage to the house and the fast of Ramaḍān.

Following each of these narrations, I would submit that there is some divergence in the
reporting routes concerning this from Jarir bin Abdallah and its mawquf and ‘an-an’ formats.
Also, there is a distinct lack of explicit mention of hearing this directly from the Prophet (peace
be upon him), in a similar manner to the aforementioned narratives from Ibn Umar. Perhaps
it is also an ijtihād that is being transmitted from Jarir bin Abdallah al-Bajili may Allah be
pleased with him.
Ṭabarāni has the next narration, this time in Mu’jam al-Kabir:

حدثنا أبو يزيد القراطيسي حدثنا أسد بن موسى حدثنا مؤمل بن إسماعيل عن حماد بن زيد عن عمرو بن
، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،مالك عن أبي الجوزاء عن بن عباس رضي هللا عنهما ول أعلمه إل رفعه إلى النبي
قال بني اْلسَلم على خمس شهادة أن ل إله إل هللا والصَلة وصيام رمضان فمن ترك واحدة منهن كان
كافرا حَلل الدم
Abu Yazeed al-Qarāṭisi narrated to us Asad bin Musa narrated to us Muwamil bin Ismāeel
narrated to us from Ḥammād bin Zayd from Amr bin Mālik from Abul’Jawza’ from Ibn
A’bbās may Allah be pleased with them and I don’t know of it except that it is raised to
the Prophet (peace be upon him) he said: Islam is built upon five; testifying that there is
no deity but Allah, the Ṣalāt and the fast of Ramaḍān and whoever leaves one from
amongst them he is a kāfir whose blood is lawful.
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Consequently, this narration with its slanderous addition is rejected both in terms of its
transmission and reported text. Moreover, it is from the vagaries of Muwamil bin Ismāeel
and he is not thiqa.
All the narratives considered thus far represent what al-Islam is being built and
constructed upon; to reiterate again, it is noteworthy that the word ‘pillar’ is not used
originally in any reports. The word doesn’t appear in any of the reported texts. Such an
inaccuracy begins with the first listed, as the testimony, al-Shahāda, being a pillar from
amongst the pillars upon which Islam is built. Nay, it is more important than that and it is of
the upmost importance. It is the solid base of Islam; it is the basis and foundation of Islam
itself upon which all pillars and columns are built from. But the texts that have been outlined
thus far make ‘al-Islam’ to be ‘al-Shahāda’ by itself; other texts make ‘al-Islam’ to be ‘al-I’mān,
of which this will be cited shortly. One will therefore discern that without any doubt
whatsoever, that the ‘Pillars of Islam’ are in fact more numerous than the famous five. And
with that the unusual observation which was made by Imām Abu Ḥātim Muḥammad bin
Ḥibbān as cited previously where he said:

These two reports have both come to address (matters) according to (or based upon) the
given situation, because he (peace be upon him) mentioned al-I’mān then enumerated
four qualities, then he mentioned al-Islam and enumerated five qualities. And this is what
we say in our book, because when the Arabs mention something known in their language
which has such enumeration, it doesn’t mean that the listed number of matters is to the
exclusion of all others. Of what behind it he did not intend with his speech (peace be
upon him) that al-I’mān is not (only) what was counted in the report of Ibn A’bbās because
he (peace be upon him) mentioned in other reports a great number of things regarding
al-I’mān which are not mentioned in either of the reports which both Ibn A’bbās and Ibn
Umar have conveyed.

10

Part 1: The Foundations of Deen, Kitāb at-Tawḥeed

It has not been received upon the qualities of Islam not from Imām Ibn Ḥibbān by himself and
not from other than him, with that at present we have here that it is not greatly different
from the qualities of al-I’mān. As has been reported in the Sunan of Imām Tirmidhi:9

Muḥammad bin Ismāeel narrated to us Musa bin Ismāeel narrated to us Abbān bin
Yazeed narrated to us Yaḥya bin Abi Kathir narrated to us from Yazeed bin Salām that
Abu Salām narrated to him that al-Ḥārith al-Ash’ari narrated to him that the Prophet
(peace be upon him) said: Indeed, Allah commanded Yaḥya bin Zakariyya with five
commandments to abide by, and to command the Children of Israel to abide by them. But
he was slow in doing so. So E’sa said: Indeed, Allah commanded you with five
commandments to abide by and to command the Children of Israel to abide by. Either you
command them, or I shall command them. So Yaḥya said: 'I fear that if you precede me in
this, then the earth may swallow me, or I shall be punished.' So he gathered the people in
Jerusalem, and they filled (the masjid) and sat upon its balconies. So he said: Indeed Allah
has commanded me with five commandments to abide by, and to command you to abide
by. The first of them is that you worship Allah and not associate anything with him. The
parable of the one who associates others with Allah is that of a man who buys a servant
with his own gold or silver, then he says to him: ‘This is my home and this is my business
so take care of it and give me the profits.’ So he takes care of it and gives the profits to
someone other than his master. Which of you would live to have a servant like that?
And Allah commands you to perform Ṣalāt, and when you perform Ṣalāt then do not
turn away, for Allah is facing the face of His worshipers as long as he does not turn away.
And He commands you with fasting. For indeed the parable of fasting, is that of a man in
a group with a sachet containing musk. All of them enjoy its fragrance. Indeed the breath
of the fasting person is more pleasant to Allah than the scent of musk. And He commands
you to give charity. The parable of that, is a man captured by his enemies, tying his hands
to his neck, and they come to him to beat his neck. Then he said: I can ransom myself from
you with a little or a lot so he ransoms himself from them. And He commands you to
remember Allah. For indeed the parable of that, is a man whose enemy quickly tracks him
until he reaches an impermeable fortress in which he protects himself from them. This is
how the worshiper is; he does not protect himself from the Shayṭān except by the

9

The Arabic text of the narration has been omitted given its considerable size.
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remembrance of Allah. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: And I command you with
five that Allah commanded me: Listening and obeying, Jihād, Hijrah, and the Jamā’ah. For
indeed whoever parts from the Jamā’ah the measure of a hand-span, then he has cast off
the yoke of Islam from his neck, unless he returns. And whoever calls with the call of
Jāhiliyyah then he is from the coals of Hell. A man said: O Messenger of Allah! Even if he
performs Ṣalāt and fasts? So he (peace be upon him) said: Even if he performs Ṣalāt and
fasts. So call with the call that Allah named you with: Muslims, believers, worshipers of
Allah.

After citing this tradition, Abu E’sa at-Tirmidhi makes the following comment:

This ḥadith is ḥasan Ṣāḥīḥ ghareeb (strange). Muḥammad bin Ismāeel has said: ‘al-Ḥārith
al-Ash’ari he has companionship and he has other than this ḥadith.’ Muḥammad bin
Bashār narrated to us Abu Dāwud aṭ-Ṭayālisi narrated to us Abān bin Yazeed narrated to
us from Yaḥya bin Abi Kathir from Yazeed bin Salām from Abi Salām from al-Ḥārith alAsh’ari from the Prophet peace be upon him, (mentioning) about it, with us. Abu E’sa
said: This ḥadith is ḥasan Ṣaḥīḥ ghareeb (strange). And Abu Salām al-Ḥabashi his name
is Mamṭur and he reports from Ali bin al-Mubārak from Yaḥya bin Abi Kathir.

Muḥammad bin Ismāeel is none other than Abu Abdallah al-Bukhāri, the famed Imām of the
dunya and the companion of what is termed as authentic, Ṣaḥīḥ. The ḥadith is reported
widely and can be found in the following collections, amongst others:

 Ṣaḥīḥ Ibn Ḥibbān Vol. 14 sec. 128, no. 6233
 Ṣaḥīḥ Ibn Khuzayma Vol. 1 sec. 244 no. 483; Vol. 2 sec. 65, no. 930 and Vol. 3 sec. 196,
no. 1895
 Musnad Aḥmad Vol. 4 sec. 130, no. 17,209; Vol. 4 sec. 202, no. 17,833
 Mustadrak of al-Ḥākim Vol. 1 sec. 204, no. 405; Vol. 1 sec. 205, no. 406; Vol. 1 sec.
362, no. 863 and Vol. 1 sec. 583, no. 1534
 Musnad Ṭayālisi Vol. 1 sec. 159, no. 1161
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 Ṭabarāni Mu’jam al-Kabir Vol. 3 sec. 287, no. 3427; Vol. 3 sec. 287, no. 3428; Vol. 3
sec. 289, no. 3430
 Ṭabarāni Mu’jam ash-Shāmiayn Vol. 4 sec. 112, no. 2870
 Bayhaqy Sunan al-Kubra Vol. 2 sec. 282, no. 3348
 Musnad Abu Ya’la Vol. 3 sec. 143, no. 1571

It is also reported by Imām an-Nasā’i in his Sunan al-Kubra, albeit, only the last paragraph:

أخبرنا هشام بن عمار قال حدثنا محمد بن شعيب قال أخبرني معاوية بن سَلم أن أخاه زيد بن سَلم أخبره
 من: قال، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،عن جده أبي سَلم أنه أخبره قال أخبرني الحارث اْلشعري عن رسول هللا
 نعم وإن: قال،)! (يا رسول هللا وإن صام وصلى؟: فقال رجل، !دعا بدعوى جاهلية فإنه من جثى جهنم
 عباد هللا، المؤمنين، المسلمين: فادعوا بدعوة هللا التي سماكم هللا بها- صام وصلى
Hishām bin A’mmār reported to us he said Muḥammad bin Shu’ayb narrated to us he
said Mu’āwiya bin Salām reported to me that his brother Yazeed bin Salām reported to
him from his grandfather Abu Salām that he reported to him, he said al-Ḥārith al-Ash’ari
reported to me from the Prophet (peace be upon him): And whoever calls with the call
of Jāhiliyyah then he is from the coals of Hell! A man said: O Messenger of Allah, (even
if) he prays and fasts? He (the Prophet) said: Yes, (even if) he prays and fasts. So call
with the call that Allah named you with: Muslims, believers, worshipers of Allah.

I would submit, there is no mention in this of the pilgrimage - Ḥajj. Instead there comes that
of the ‘remembrance of Allah.’ There is also the addition in relation to the five also, here
being: listening and obeying, Jihād, Hijrah and al-Jamā’ah (the community). Also, it appears
in the Muṣṣanaf of Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba with a very authentic channel of transmission:

ُ َح َّدثَنَا
ُ  َع ْن،غ ْن َدر
، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،ي
َ  أ َ َّن َو ْف َد، َع هن اب هْن َعبَّاس،َ  َع ْن أَبهي َج ْم َرة،َش ْعبَة
ُّ ع ْب هد ْالقَي هْس أَت َْوا النَّبه
 أ َ ْو به ْال َو ْف هد، َم ْر َحبًا به ْالقَ ْو هم: قَا َل،ُ َربهيعَة: قَالُوا، أ َ ْو َم هن ْالقَ ْو ُم، َم هن ْال َو ْف ُد: صلى هللا عليه وسلم،سو ُل هللاه
ُ فَقَا َل َر
ُ  إنَّا نَأْتهيك هم ْن،سو َل هللاه
ار
ُ  َيا َر: فَقَالُوا، َول نَ َدا َمى،َغي َْر خَزَ ايَا
ي هم ْن ُك َّف ه
َّ  َو هإ َّن بَ ْينَنَا َوبَ ْينَكَ َهذَا ْال َح،شقَّة َب هعي َدة
َّ  َو هإنَّا لَ نَ ْست هَطي ُع أ َ ْن نَأ ْ هت َيك إلَّ هفي ال،ض َر
،َصل نُ ْخ هب ُر هب هه َم ْن َو َرا َءنَا نَ ْد ُخ ُل به هه ْال َجنَّة
ْ َ فَ ُم ْرنَا هبأ َ ْمر ف،ش ْه هر ْال َح َر هام
َ ُم
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: قَالُوا،اْلي َمانُ هبالله
 ه َْل تَد ُْرونَ َما ه: َوقَا َل،ُان هبالله َوحْ َده
 أ َ َم َر ُه ْم هب ه: فَأ َ َم َر ُه ْم هبأ َ ْر َبع َونَ َها ُه ْم َع ْن أ َ ْر َبع:قَا َل
اْلي َم ه
َّ صَل هة َو هإيت َا ُء
ص ْو ُم
َ : قَا َل،سولُهُ أ َ ْعلَ ُم
ُ  َوأ َ َّن ُم َح َّمدًا َر،ُّللا
ُ ّللاُ َو َر
َّ َّش َها َدة ُ أ َ ْن لَ إلَهَ إل
َّ
َّ سو ُل هللاه َو هإقَا ُم ال
َ الزكَا هة َو
ُ َ احْ ف: فَقَا َل،س همنَ ْال َم ْغن هَم
ُ  َوأ َ ْن ت ُ ْع، َضان
ظوهُ َوأ َ ْخبه ُروا به هه َم ْن َو َرا َء ُك ْم
َ َر َم
َ طوا ْال ُخ ُم
Ghundar narrated to us from Shu’ba from Abu Jamrah from Ibn A’bbās: that a delegation
from Abd’il Qays came to the Prophet (peace be upon him). So the Prophet (peace be
upon him) said: Who are the people? (or) who are the delegates? They replied: We are
from the tribe of Rabi’ah. He (the Prophet) said: Welcome O delegation - or delegates neither you will have disgrace, nor you will regret. They said: O Messenger of Allah We
have come to you from a distant place and there is the tribe of the kuffar of Muḍar
intervening between you and us and we cannot come to you except in the sacred month,
so please order us to do something good and that we may also inform our people whom
we have left behind (at home) and that we may enter paradise. He (the Prophet) said: I
command you with four and prohibit you from four: I command you all to believe in Allah
alone. And he (the Prophet) said: Do you know what is meant by believing in Allah alone?
They replied - Allah and His Messenger know best. He (the Prophet) said: To testify that
there is no deity except Allah and that Muḥammad is the Messenger of Allah; to establish
the ṣalāt, to render the zakāt, to fast in Ramaḍān and that you give the fifth from the
booty. He (the Prophet also further) said: Memorise them and tell them to the people
whom you have left behind.

I would submit that here again there is no mention of Ḥajj within the narrative. It is likely that
this may have been before the obligation of Ḥajj because Abd’il Qays are from the older
period of Islam; although, the narration does contain the addition of giving a fifth from the
booty.
Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba also cites the following in his Muṣṣanaf:

َ  َع ْن َع،ضيْل
 َجا َء أَع َْرابهي إهلَى: قَا َل،ع هن اب هْن َعبَّاس
َ ،سا هل هم ب هْن أَبهي ْال َج ْع هد
طا هء ب هْن السَّائه ه
َ َُح َّدثَنَا ا ْبنُ ف
َ  َع ْن،ب
َّ َلم بَنهي َع ْب هد ْال ُم
ُ  السََّل ُم َعلَيْك يَا: فَقَا َل، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،ي
 إنهي َر ُجل هم ْن: فَقَا َل، َو َعلَيْك: فَقَا َل،ب
ط هل ه
ُّ النَّ هب
َ غ
 َو ُمنَا هشدُك،سائهلُك فَ ُم ْشتَدَّة َم ْسأَلَتهي إياك
ُ س ْع هد ب هْن َب ْكر َوأَنَا َر
َ سو ُل قَ ْو همي إلَيْك َو َوافه ُد ُه ْم َوأَنَا
َ أ َ ْخ َوالهكَ هم ْن َبنهي
 َم ْن َخلَقَك َوه َُو خَا هل ُق َم ْن قَ ْب َلك َوه َُو خَا هل ُق َم ْن َب ْعدَكَ ؟: قَا َل،س ْعد
َ فَ ُم ْشتَدَّة ُمنَا
َ  ُخ ْذ َيا أَخَا َب هني: قَا َل، َش َد هتي إيَّاك
س ْب َع َوأَجْ َرى
َ َ ن: قَا َل،ُّللا
س َم َاوا ه
َّ ضينَ ال
َّ ت ال
َّ  َم ْن َخلَقَ ال: قَا َل، نَعَ ْم:سلَك؟ قَا َل
َّ :قَا َل
س ْب َع َواْل َ ْر ه
َ ش ْدتُك بهذَلهكَ أَه َُو أ َ ْر
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سلُك
َ َ ن: قَا َل،ُّللا
ُ  فَإهنَّا َو َج ْدنَا فهي هكت َا هبكَ َوأ َ َم َرتْنَا ُر: قَا َل، نَ َع ْم:سلهكَ ؟ قَا َل
َّ :الر ْزقَ ؟ قَا َل
َ ش ْدتُك هبذَلهكَ أَه َُو أ َ ْر
َب ْي َن ُه َّن ه
 فَإهنَّا َو َج ْدنَا: َقا َل، نَ َع ْم:ش ْدتُك هبذَلهكَ أَه َُو أ َ َم َرك هب هه؟ قَا َل
َ َص َل َوات هل َم َوا هقي هت َها فَن
َ س
َ ُأ َ ْن ن
َ ي هفي ْال َي ْو هم َواللَّ ْيلَ هة َخ ْم
َ ص هل
:ش ْدتُك بهذَلهكَ أَه َُو أ َ َم َرك بهذَلهكَ ؟ قَا َل
َ َسلُك أ َ ْن نَأ ْ ُخذَ هم ْن َح َوا هشي أ َ ْم َوا هلنَا فَن َُر َّدهَا َعلَى فُقَ َرائهنَا فَن
ُ فهي هكت َابهكَ َوأ َ َم َرتْنَا ُر
ق ْل َ ْع َملَ َّن
 أ َ َّما ْالخ ه: ث ُ َّم قَا َل،نَعَ ْم
َ  َول أ َ َر،سائلك عنها
َ سة ُ فَلَسْت
َ َام
 أ َ َما َوالَّذهي بَعَثَك به ْال َح ه: ث ُ َّم قَا َل: قَا َل،ب هلي فهي َها
َ َ به َها َو َم ْن أ
ْ  َحتَّى بَ َد، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،سو ُل هللاه
: ث ُ َّم قَا َل،ُاجذُه
ُ ض هحكَ َر
َ َ ث ُ َّم َر َج َع ف،طا َعنهي هم ْن قَ ْو همي
ت ن ََو ه
َصدَقَ لَيَ ْد ُخلَ َّن ْال َج َّنة
َ َوالَّذهي نَ ْف هسي هبيَ هد هه لَئه ْن
Ibn Fuḍeel narrated to us from A’ṭā bin as-Sā’ib from Sālim bin Abi al-Ja’d from Ibn A’bbās
he said: an Arab came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and he said – Peace be upon
you oh boy from Bani Abdal-Muṭṭalib. Then he said: and upon you. Then he replied: I am
a man from the maternal uncles of Bani Sa’d bin Bakr and I am the Messenger of this
people sent unto you, and delegated unto you. I am going to ask you questions about
issues, being harsh in enquiry. And implore you strongly that you (respond) to my appeal.
He said: O my brother of Bani Sa’d, take. He said: Who created you and who is the
creator; it is the creator of you after you. He said: Allah. I implore you with that, is it he
that sent you? He replied: yes. He said: who has created the seven heavens and the
worlds, providing therein provision? He said: Allah. He said: I adjure you, did he send
you with that? He said: Yes. He said: and indeed, we find in your book that, that your
Prophets ordered us with five-prayers in a day and a night at its fixed times. I adjure you,
has he ordered you with that? He replied: yes. He said: And we find in your book that,
that your Prophets ordered us that we take from the source of our margins of our wealth
so that a tribute of that may be passed on to our poor, I adjure you, has he ordered you
with that? He replied: yes. Then he said: As for the fifth, you are not asked from it and
no Arab to have from it. Then he said: By him who has sent you with the truth whoever
acts upon that and whomsoever obeys me from my nation. Then the Prophet reverted
laughing until his teeth were visible, thereafter he said: By him in whose hand my soul he
has spoken the truth and will enter heaven.

Again, as has been collected in the Muṣṣanaf of Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba:

ُ س هم ْعتُ ع ُْر َوة َ بْنَ ال َّن َّزا هل يُ َح هد
ُ َح َّدثَنَا
ُ  َع ْن،غ ْن َدر
 أ َ ْقبَ ْلنَا َم َع: َقا َل،ث َع ْن ُم َعا هذ ب هْن َجبَل
َ : َقا َل، َع هن ْال َحك هَم،َش ْعبَة
 أ َ ْخ هب ْرنهي هب َع َمل يُد هْخلُنهي،سو َل هللاه
ُ  َيا َر: ُ فَلَ َّما َرأَيْته خَا هليًا قُ ْلت، َ هم ْن غ َْز َو هة تَبُوك، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،سو هل هللاه
ُ َر
صَلة َ ْال َم ْكتُو َبةَ َوت ُ َؤدهي
َّ ُ َوه َُو َي هسير َعلَى َم ْن َيس ََّره،سأ َ ْلت َع ْن َع هظيم
َّ  ت ُ هقي ُم ال:ّللاُ َعلَ ْي هه
َ  لَقَ ْد، َبخ: فقَا َل،َْال َجنَّة
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َّ
س
َ ّللا لَ ت ُ ْش هركُ هب هه
 أ َ َول أ َ ُدلُّك َعلَى َرأْ هس اْل َ ْم هر َو َع ُمو هد هه َوذ ْهر َو هة َسن ه،ش ْيئًا
ُ َْام هه؟ أ َ َّما َرأ
َ الزكَاة َ ْال َم ْف ُرو
َ َّ ضةَ َوت َْلقَى
س هبي هل هللاه
َّ  َوأ َ َّما َع ُموده فَال،س هل َم
َ سنَامه فَ ْال هج َها ُد هفي
َ  َوأ َ َّما ذ ْهر َوته َو،صَلة
َ اْلسَْلم َم ْن أ َ ْسلَ َم
اْل َ ْم هر فَ ه
Ghundar narrated to us from Sha’ba from al-Ḥakam he said I heard Urwa bin an-Nazzāl
narrate from Mu’ādth bin Jabal he said: We came back with the Prophet (peace be upon
him) from the expedition (ghazwa) of Tabuk. When I saw him free I said: O Messenger
of Allah, direct me to a deed which will admit me to paradise. Bravo, verily you have
asked me about a matter of great importance, but it is easy for one for whom Allah makes
it easy; to offer the obligatory prayer, to render the obligatory zakāt and to meet Allah
without associating anything with him whatsoever. Shall I not guide you upon the head
of the matter, its column and its apex? As for the head of the matter, it is Islam, whoever
accepts and submits. And as for its column, it’s the Ṣalāt, as for its apex it is Jihād in the
path of Allah.

Once more, there is another narration from the Muṣṣanaf of Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba:

 خ ََرجْ نَا: قَا َل، َع ْن ُم َعا هذ ب هْن َجبَل،ون ب هْن أَبهي شبيب
َ ،ع هن اْل َ ْع َم هش
َ ، َع هن ْال َحك هَم،َح َّدثَنَا َعبهي َدة ُ ْبنُ ُح َميْد
ع ْن َم ْي ُم ه
ُ َم َع َر
ُ ث ُ َّم ذَك ََر نَحْ َوه... َ غ َْز َوة َ تَبُوك، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،سو هل هللاه
Ubaid bin Ḥumayd narrated to us from al-Ḥakam from al-A’mash from Maymoon bin Abu
Shabeeb from Mu’ādth bin Jabal he said: We set out with the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him) to the Ghazwa of Tabuk (then mentioned the remainder).

Here I would submit, that this was at the end of the ninth year, after which the obligations of
pilgrimage and fasting have already taken effect, and neither are mentioned. There is
mention though of Jihād in the path of Allah as being the apex and pinnacle. Imām Ṭayālisi
has the next tradition recorded in his Musnad from the wording reported by Ḥudhayfah. The
isnād is exceptionally authentic and is upon the conditions of Bukhāri and Muslim:
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اْل ْسَلَ ُم
 ه:اْل ْسَلَ ُم ث َ َمانهيةُ أ َ ْس ُهم
 ه:حدثنا شعبة عن أبي إسحاق قال سمعت صلة بن زفر يحدث عن حذيفة قال
َّ  َو،س ْهم
 َواْل َ َم ُر،س ْهم
َّ  َوال،س ْهم
َ ص ْو ُم َر َم
َ َضان
َ س هبي هل هللاه
َ  َو ْال هج َها ُد هفي،س ْهم
َ  َو ْال َح ُّج،س ْهم
َ ُ الزكَاة
َ ُ صَلَة
َ
َ  َو،س ْهم
ُ س ْه َم لَه
به ْال َم ْع ُر ه
َ  َوقَد خ،س ْهم
َ ََاب َم ْن ل
َ ي َع هن ْال ُم ْنك هَر
َ وف
ُ  َوالنَّ هه،س ْهم
Shu’ba narrated to us from Abu Isḥāq he said I heard Ṣilah bin Zufar narrate from
Ḥudhayfah, he said: al-Islam is made of eight-shares: al-Islam is a share; ṣalāt is a
share, zakāt is a share, Ḥajj is a share; Jihād in the way of Allah is a share, fasting
in Ramaḍān is a share and commanding the good and forbidding the evil is a share. And
indeed, one who has no share therein has lost.

I would submit, that that he has given the description of ‘Islam being a share,’ that is to say,
the testimonial that there is no god/deity except Allah and that Muḥammad is the Messenger
of Allah. That is shown in the next narration which was collected by the Imām Abdar-Razzāq
in his Muṣṣanaf:

 (بني السَلم على ثمانية أسهم شهادة:عن معمر والثوري عن أبي إسحاق عن صلة بن زفر عن حذيفة قال
أن ل إله ال هللا وأن محمدا رسول هللا وإقام الصَلة وإيتاء الزكاة وحج البيت وصوم شهر رمضان والجهاد
واْلمر بالمعروف والنهي عن المنكر وقد خاب من ل سهم له
From Ma’mar and ath-Thawri from Abu Isḥāq from Ṣilah bin Zufah from Ḥudhayfah, he
said: Islam is build upon eight-shares: testifying that there is no deity except Allah and
that Muḥammad is the Messenger of Allah; establishing the ṣalāt, rendering the zakāt,
pilgrimage to the house, fasting the month of Ramaḍān, Jihād, commanding the good
and forbidding the evil. And indeed, one who has no share therein has lost.

Similar is also found in mawdu form in his Muṣṣanaf,10 but the wording of Jihād being a share
is omitted from the text. Imām Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba has also cited the narration in two
places in his Muṣṣanaf.11 Imām Abu Ya’la cites the next narration in his Musnad:

10
11

Muṣṣanaf Abdar-Razzāq Vol. 5 sec. 173, no. 9280
Muṣṣanaf Ibn Abi Shayba Vol. 4 sec. 230, no. 19,561 and Vol. 6 sec. 158, no. 30,313
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َّ َ  أ َ ُخو َح ْمزَ ة-  َح َّدثَنَا َح هبيبُ ْبنُ َح هبيب،س هعيد
 َع ْن َع هلي،ث
ار ه
الزيَّا ه
ُ َح َّدثَنَا
َ ُس َو ْي ُد ْبن
 َع هن ْال َح ه، َ َع ْن أ َ هبي هإ ْس َحاق- ت
،س ْهم
َّ  َوال،س ْهم
َ ُ صَلَة
َ اْل ْسَلَ ُم
 َر ه ه:اْل ْسَلَ ُم ث َ َما هنيةُ أ َ ْس ُهم
 ه: قَا َل، صلى هللا عليه وسلم، َع هن النَّ هبي ه- ُي هللا َع ْنه
َ ض
َّ َو
ي َع هن ْال ُم ْنك هَر
 َواْل َ َم ُر به ْال َم ْع ُر ه،س ْهم
َ ص ْو ُم َر َم
َ وف
َ َضان
َ  َو ْال هج َها ُد،س ْهم
َ  َو ْال َح ُّج،س ْهم
َ ُ الزكَاة
َ  َو،س ْهم
ُ  َوالنَّ هه،س ْهم
ُ س ْه َم لَه
َ  َوخ،س ْهم
َ ََاب َم ْن ل
َ
Suwayd bin Sa’eed narrated to us Ḥabeeb bin Ḥabeeb – brother of Ḥamza az-Zayyāt –
narrated to us from Abu Isḥāq from al-Ḥārith from Ali (may Allah be pleased with him)
from the Prophet (peace be upon him) he said: al-Islam is eight-shares – Islam is a share;
ṣalāt is a share, zakāt is a share, Ḥajj is a share; Jihād is a share, fasting in Ramaḍān is a
share and commanding the good is a share and forbidding the evil is a share. And indeed,
one who has no share therein has lost.

Essentially the ḥadith is the same as the former, albeit here with Ḥabeeb bin Ḥabeeb azZayyāt and it is a weak tradition in grading (ḍaef); in its isnād it is attributed to being from alḤārith from Ali as marfu’. Perhaps it is a defect from Suwayd bin Sa’eed given that he is much
greater in age and his uncle and consequently had defects. It is also in the Sunnah of Abu
Bakr bin Khilāl (as per the Shāmila):

 عن، عن أبي إسحاق، وعلي بن صالح، وإسرائيل، حدثنا أبي: قال، حدثنا وكيع: قال،حدثنا أبو عبد هللا
، والزكاة سهم، والصَلة سهم، اْلسَلم سهم: اْلسَلم ثمانية أسهم: قال، عن حذيفة،صلة بن زفر العبسي
 وقد خاب من، والنهي عن المنكر سهم، واْلمر بالمعروف سهم، والجهاد سهم، ورمضان سهم،والحج سهم
ل سهم له
Abu Abdallah narrated to us he said Waki’ narrated to us he said my father, Isrāeel and
Ali bin Ṣāliḥ narrated to us from Abu Isḥāq from Ṣillah bin Zufar al-A’bsi (who) narrated
to us from Ḥudhayfah he said: Al-Islam is eight-shares; Islam is a share and ṣalāt is a
share; zakāt is a share, Ḥajj is a share; Ramaḍān is a share and commanding the good is
a share and forbidding the evil is a share. And indeed, one who has no share therein has
lost.

Furthermore, as has been reported by al-Bazzār in his Musnad:
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 أَ ْخبَ َرنَا: قَا َل،ي
َ َُح َّدثَنَا ُم َح َّم ُد ْبن
ُّ هيم الت ُّ ْست هَر
ُّ  أ َ ْخبَ َرنَا يَ ْعقُوبُ ْبنُ إه ْس َحاقَ ْال َحض َْر هم: قَا َل،ي
َ س هعي هد ب هْن يَ هزي َد ب هْن إهب َْراه
َ يَ هزي ُد ْبنُ َع
 صلى هللا عليه، َع هن النَّبهي ه،ُّللاُ َع ْنه
َّ ي
َ ،َصلَة
ع ْن ُحذَ ْيفَةَ َر ه
 َع ْن ه، َ أ َ ْخبَ َرنَا أَبُو هإ ْس َحاق: قَا َل،طاء
َ ض
َّ  َو،س ْهم
،س ْهم
 َو َح ُّج ْالبَ ْي ه،س ْهم
َّ  َوال،س ْهم
َ الصيَا ُم
 َو ه،س ْهم
َ ت
َ ُ الزكَاة
َ ُ صَلة
َ اْلسَْل ُم
اْلسَْل ُم ث َ َمانهيَةُ أ َ ْس ُهم ه
 ه: قَا َل،وسلم
َ َاب َم ْن
س ْه َم لَهُ؛
َ  َو َق ْد خ،س ْهم
َ ل
َ س هبي هل هللاه
َ  َو ْال هج َها ُد هفي،س ْهم
َ ي َع هن ْال ُم ْنك هَر
َ
ُ  َوالنَّ ْه،س ْهم
ُ  أ َ ْخبَ َرنَا: قَا َل، أ َ ْخبَ َرنَا ُم َح َّم ُد ْبنُ َج ْعفَر: قَا َل،ْال ُمثَنَّى
صلَةَ ب هْن
َ ، َ َع ْن أَبهي إه ْس َحاق،ُش ْعبَة
ع ْن ه

وف
َواْل َ ْم ُر هب ْال َم ْع ُر ه
َُوأ َ ْخبَ َرنَاهُ ُم َح َّم ُد ْبن

َّ ي
ُاْلسَْل ُم ث َ َمانهيَةُ أ َ ْس ُهم ث ُ َّم ذَك ََر همثْلَهُ َولَ ْم يُ ْسنه ْده
َ ،ُزفَ َر
ع ْن ُحذَ ْيفَةَ َر ه
 ه:ّللاُ َع ْنه ُ أَنَّهُ قَا َل
َ ض
Muḥ ammad bin Sa’eed bin Yazeed bin Ibrāhim at-Tastari narrated to us he said
Ya’qoob bin Isḥ āq al-Haḍ rami reported to us he said Yazeed bin A’ṭā reported to us he
said Abu Isḥ āq reported to us from Ṣilla from Ḥ udhayfah may Allah be pleased with him
from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) he said: Islam is made from eightshares. The first share, is believing in Islam, performing Ṣalāt is one share; paying zakāt is
a share; pilgrimage to the house is a share, fasting is a share, commanding the good is a
share, forbidding the evil is a share as is Jihād in the path of Allah. Verily (there is) failure
for one who has no share in it. And Muḥ ammad bin al-Muthanna reported it he said
Muḥ ammad bin Ja’far reported to us he said Shu’ba reported to us from Abu Isḥ āq from
Ṣilla bin Zufar from Ḥ udhayfah may Allah be pleased with him, that he said: al-Islam is
eight-shares, then mentioned the remainder without its channel.

Thereafter al-Bazzār commented: ‘And this hadith we do not know of it by this isnād, that is
to say, it is raised, except by way of Yazeed bin A’ṭā from Abu Isḥ āq.’ Imām aṭ-Ṭabarāni has
the next narration in both Mu’jam al-Kabir and Mu’jam al-Awsaṭ:

،َع ْن هع ْك هر َمة
 حدثنا َح ه،ي
َ ، حدثنا خَا هلد ْال َحذَّا ُء،اصم
ي ْبنُ َع ه
ُّ َح َّدثَنَا َمحْ ُمو ُد ْبنُ ُم َح َّمد ْال َم ْر َو هز
ُّ  حدثنا َع هل،ام ُد ْبنُ آ َد َم
:ُس ْه َم لَه
ُ  قال َر:َع هن اب هْن َعبَّاس قال
َّ سو ُل
َ  َوقَ ْد خ،اْلس ََْل ُم َع ْش َرة ُ أ َ ْس ُهم
َ َاب َم ْن َل
 ْ ه: صلى هللا عليه وسلم،ّللاه
ْ هي ْال هف
ُالرابهعَة
َّ هي
َّ ُ  َوالثَّا هلثَة،ُط َرة
َ
َّ ش َها َدة ُ أ َ ْن َل إهلَهَ إه َّل
َّ  َو،ور
َّ  َوالثَّانهيَةُ ال،ُهي ْال هملَّة
ُ الط ُه
َ الزكَاة ُ َوه
َ ص ََلة ُ َوه
َ  َوه،ُّللا
َّ هي ال
وف
 َوالسَّابهعَةُ ْاْل َ ْم ُر به ْال َم ْع ُر ه،ُهي ْالعُ ْر َوة
 َو ْالخ ه،ُهي ْال ُجنَّة
َّ ال
َ  َوالسَّا هد،ُش هريعَة
َ َام
َ سةُ ْال هج َها ُد َوه
َ سةُ ْال َح ُّج َوه
َ ص ْو ُم َوه
َّ  َو ْالعَا هش َرة ُ ال،ُهي ْاْل ُ ْلفَة
هي
 َوالث َّ ه،َوه َُو ْال َوفَا ُء
َ ي
ُ امنَةُ النَّ ْه
َ طا َعةُ َوه
َ  َوالتَّا هسعَة ُ ْال َج َما َعةُ َوه،ُهي ْال ُح َّجة
َ ع هن ْال ُم ْنك هَر َوه
ُ ص َمة
ْ ْال هع
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Muḥammad bin Muḥammad al-Marwazi narrated to us Ḥāmid bin Adam narrated to us
Ali bin A’āṣim narrated to us Khālid bin al-Ḥadth’a narrated to us from I’krima from Ibn
A’bbās he said that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: Al-Islam is tenshares and indeed one who has no share therein has lost. Testifying that there is no deity
except Allah, and it is the millah; secondly, the Ṣalāt and it is the fiṭra, thirdly the zakat
and it is the Ṭahur (purity). Fourth, the fast and it is the shield. Fifth, al-Ḥajj and it is the
Shari’āh. Sixth, al-Jihād and it is adherence. Seventh, commanding the good and it is a
debt. Eight, forbidding the evil and it is the proof. Ninth, the community (al-Jamā’ah)
and it is the affinity. And tenth, obedience and it is the listening.

In al-Awsaṭ, he then writes: ‘This ḥadith isn’t recited from Khālid bin al-Ḥadth’a except by way
of Ali bin A’āṣim and Ḥāmid bin Adam individually.’ I would submit that Ḥāmid bin Adam bin
Muslim al-Azdi al-Tiliyāni al-Marwazi is different in it. Ibn A’di has said: ‘I didn’t see in his
ḥadith if he narrated from a trustworthy narrator anything that is munkar, but if that
happened then his narration is considered weak.’ He mentioned the comment of Ibn Ḥ ibbān
in ath-Thiqāt, ‘Maybe (he has) mistakes,’ and al-Khalili said in al-Irshād, ‘Ḥāmid bin Adam alMarwazi is thiqa, he narrates from several scholars and Muḥammad bin Ḥamdawe Abu Rajā’
and other than him; he heard from Abu Ghānim Yunus bin Nāfi and other than him.’ But some
of them have accused him of lying, which would seem to suggest that this charge has been
unfairly put, as it has been mentioned elsewhere, in explaining the sentences like the saying
from these two testimonials: ‘it is the milla’ except where its saying from A’ṭā; ‘and it is
infallible’, something from the strangers. Perhaps subsumed from the words of Ibn A’bbās or
those without narrators. As for the texts, they are words of truth from Ḥ udhayfah with the
additions of ‘the community’ (al-Jamā’ah) ‘and obedience’ (aṭ-Ṭā’a) and this is stemming
from the ḥadith of al-Ḥ ārith al-Ash’ari and all of it is established from the truth of the Qur’ān
as well as the continuously recurrent aḥādith.
Imām aṭ-Ṭabarāni furnishes us with the next narration that is in the Musnad Shāmiayn:

حدثنا محمد بن عمرو بن خالد الحراني حدثنا أبي عن عيسى بن يونس عن ثور بن يزيد عن خالد بن معدان
: إن لإلسَلم صوى ومنارا كمنار الطريق من ذلك: قال، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،عن أبي هريرة أن رسول هللا
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 واْلمر، ويصام رمضان، ويحج البيت، وتؤتى الزكاة، وتقام الصَلة،أن يعبد هللا ل يشرك به شيئا
 وتسليمك على بني آدم إذا لقيتهم، وتسليمك على أهل بيتك إذا دخلت عليهم، والنهي عن المنكر،بالمعروف
فإن ردوا عليك ردت عليهم المَلئكة وإن لم يردوا عليك ردت عليك المَلئكة ولعنتهم أو سكتت عنهم؛ ومن
انتقص منهن شيئا فهو سهم من اْلسَلم تركه؛ ومن نبذهن فقد ولى اْلسَلم ظهره
Muḥammad bin A’mr bin Khālid al-Ḥarāni narrated to us my father narrated to us from
E’sa bin Yunus from Thawr bin Yazeed from Khālid bin Ma’dān from Abu Hurayrah that
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: Verily like roads, Islam has a guidepost
and a lighthouse. From that, that you worship Allah and do not associate anything with
him; to establish the Ṣalāt, render the zakāt, to make pilgrimage to the house and to fast
in Ramaḍān. To enjoin the good and forbid the evil, to give your salam (the greeting of)
to the people of your house when you enter upon them and to give your salam upon Bani
Adam whence you encounter them. If the respondents don’t reply, the angels will receive
the salam and respond in kind despite their silence. And whosoever leaves anything from
these shares of Islam it would be incomplete, and whomsoever would have their Islam
would be ostracized by this.

Similar is also found in the Ta’dtheem Qadra al-Ṣalāt of Muḥammad bin Naṣr al-Marwazi, the
isnād of which contains narrators who are the authentic narrators:

َّ ََح َّدثَنَا ُم َح َّم ُد ْبنُ ب
: قَا َل،َ َع ْن أَبهي ه َُري َْرة، َ َع ْن خَا هل هد ب هْن َم ْعدَان، حدثنا ث َ ْو ُر ْبنُ يَ هزي َد،َ عبَا َدة
ُ ُ حدثنا َر ْو ُح ْبن،شار
َّ َار
سو ُل َّ ه
ّللا َو َل
ُ قَا َل َر
ً ص ًوى َو َمن
ُ إلس ََْل هم
َارا َك َمن ه
 هإ َّن هل ْ ه: صلى هللا عليه وسلم،ّللا
الط هري ه
َ َّ  هم ْن َذلهكَ أ َ ْن ت َ ْعبُ َد،ق
َّ ي
،ي َع هن ْال ُم ْنك هَر
َ ت ُ ْش هركَ هب هه
 َو ْاْل َ ْم ُر هب ْال َم ْع ُر ه، َضان
َّ يم ال
ُ َ  َوت،َ الزكَاة
َ وم َر َم
ُ  َوالنَّ ْه،وف
َ ص
َ  َوأ َ ْن ت ُ هق،ش ْيئًا
َ  َوتُؤْ ته،َ ص ََلة
ْ علَيْكَ َرد
ْ علَيْكَ َرد
َّت
َ  َوإه ْن لَ ْم َي ُردُّوا،َُّت َعلَيْكَ َو َعلَ ْي هه ُم ْال َم ََل هئ َكة
َ  فَإ ه ْن َردُّوا،َوت َ ْس هلي ُمكَ َعلَى َب هني آ َد َم هإذَا لَ هقيت َ ُه ْم
ْ س َكت
ش ْيئًا
َ ص هم ْن ُه َّن
َ َ َوت َ ْس هلي ُمكَ َعلَى أ َ ْه هل بَ ْيتهكَ إهذَا َدخ َْلت،َت َع ْن ُه ْم
َ  َولَعَنَتْ ُه ْم أ َ ْو،َُعلَيْكَ ْال َم ََلئه َكة
َ َ فَ َم هن ا ْنتَق،علَ ْي هه ْم
َ اْلس ََْل َم َو َرا َء
ظ ْه هر هه
َ فَ ُه َو
 َو َم ْن ت ََر َك ُه َّن فَقَ ْد نَبَذَ ْ ه،ُاْلس ََْل هم ت ََر َكه
س ْهم همنَ ْ ه
Muḥammad bin Bashār narrated to us Ruḥ bin U’bāda narrated to us Thawr bin Yazeed
narrated to us from Khālid bin Ma’dān from Abu Hurayrah he said the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) said: Verily like roads, Islam has a guidepost and a lighthouse. From
that, that you worship Allah and do not associate anything with him. And that you
establish the Ṣalāt, render the zakāt, fast in Ramaḍān; enjoin the good and forbid the evil.
To send your salam upon mankind when you encounter them and if they do not respond
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the angels will do so and either curse them or remain silent upon them. To send your
salam upon the people of your household when you enter upon them. Whoever leaves
anything from them will be incomplete as these are the shares of Islam; leaving them will
be leaving Islam behind ones back.

In the Mustadrak al-Ḥākim collected the following narration:

حدثنا أبو بكر بن إسحاق حدثنا عبيد بن عبد الواحد حدثنا محمد بن أبي السري حدثنا الوليد بن مسلم عن
: قال، صلى هللا عليه وسلم، عن النبي، رضي هللا عنه،ثور بن يزيد عن خالد بن معدان عن أبي هريرة
اْلسَلم أن تعبد هللا ل تشرك به شيئا وتقيم الصَلة وتؤتي الزكاة وتصوم رمضان وتحج البيت واْلمر
بالمعروف والنهي عن المنكر وتسليمك على أهلك؛ فمن انتقص شيئا منهن فهو سهم من اْلسَلم يدعه ومن
تركهن كلهن فقد ولى اْلسَلم ظهره
Abu Bakr bin Isḥāq narrated to us Ubaid bin Abdal-Wāhid narrated to us Muḥammad bin
Abul’as-Sarri narrated to us al-Waleed bin Muslim narrated to us from Thawr bin Yazeed
from Khālid bin Ma’dān from Abu Hurayrah may Allah be pleased with him from the
Prophet (peace be upon him), he said: Al-Islam is that you worship Allah and do not
associate anything (whatsoever) with him; to establish the prayer to render the zakāt, to
fast in Ramaḍān; to make pilgrimage to the house and commanding the good and
forbidding the evil; to send your greetings upon your family. Whoever leaves anything
from them will be incomplete as these are the shares of Islam; leaving them in totality
would be to leave Islam altogether.

Thereafter al-Ḥākim writes: ‘This ḥadith is like the first in uprightness (al-Istiqāmah).’ I would
submit here that there is no fear from tadlees occurring in relation to the narrator al-Waleed
bin Muslim as it testified by the channel that appears in the Musnad ash-Shāmiayn,12 given
the omission of the sentence that relates to ‘To send your salam upon mankind when you
encounter them and if they do not respond the angels will do so and either curse them or

12

Musnad ash-Shāmiayn Vol. 1 sec. 243, no. 429
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remain silent upon them.’ It may have been cut short due to the ignorance of one of the
narrators regarding this, despite its great reward that has been attested to.
The narration also appears in the work of Commanding the Good (Amr’ bil-Ma’rouf) by
Abdal-Ghani al-Maqdisi:

أخبرنا أبو طاهر أحمد بن محمد بن أحمد بن محمد بن إبراهيم السلفي اْلصبهاني باْلسكندرية وأبو الفتح
 أخبرنا أبو بكر أحمد بن علي بن الحسين بن زكريا:محمد بن عبد الباقي بن أحمد بن سلمان ببغداد قال
الطريثيثي أخبرنا أبو القاسم هبة هللا بن الحسن بن منصور الطبري الحافظ أخبرنا محمد بن عبد الرحمن بن
 قال أبو عبيد حدثنيه:العباس إجازة أخبرنا سعيد بن محمد بن الراحبان حدثنا نصر بن داود بن طوق قال
 صلى هللا، عن النبي،يحيى بن سعيد القطان عن ثور بن يزيد عن خالد بن معدان عن رجل عن أبي هريرة
 إن لإلسَلم صوى ومنارا كمنار الطريق منها أن تؤمنوا بالل ول تشرك به شيئا وإقام: أنه قال،عليه وسلم
الصَلة وإيتاء الزكاة وصوم رمضان وحج البيت وأن تسلم على أهلك إذا دخلت عليهم وأن تسلم على القوم
إذا مررت بهم فمن ترك شيئا من ذلك فقد ترك سهما من اْلسَلم ومن نبذ ذلك فقد ولى اْلسَلم ظهره
Abu Ṭāhir Aḥmad bin Muḥammad bin Aḥmad bin Muḥammad bin Ibrāhim al-Salfi alAṣbahāni in Alexandria and Abu al-Fatḥ Muḥammad bin Abdal-Bāqi bin Aḥmad bin
Salmān in Baghdad reported to us, they both said: Abu Bakr Aḥmad bin Ali bin al-Ḥussein
bin Zakariyā aṭ-Ṭareeshshee reported to us Abul’ Qāsim Habat-Allah bin al-Ḥasan bin
Manṣur aṭ-Ṭabari al-Ḥāfiz reported to us Muḥammad bin Abdur-Raḥman bin al-Abbās
Ijāza reported to us Sa’eed bin Muḥammad bin ar-Raḥbān reported to us Naṣr bin Dāwud
bin Ṭawq narrated to us he said that Abu Ubaid said Yaḥya bin Sa’eed al-Qahṭān narrated
it to me from Thawr bin Yazeed from Khālid bin Ma’dān from a man from Abu Hurayrah
from the Prophet (peace be upon him) that he said: Verily like roads, Islam has a
guidepost and a lighthouse from that; that you believe in Allah and do not associate
anything with him. To establish the Ṣalāt, render the zakāt, fast in Ramaḍān; make
pilgrimage to the house and that you send your salam about your people when you enter
upon them and that you give salam upon your people when you encounter them.
Whoever leaves anything from that has left a share of Islam and that is a rejection of
Islam.

Following this citation Abdal-Ghani writes: ‘It is reported by al-Ḥāfiz Ṭabari in the book of
Sunnah like that.’ Additionally, the narration also is found in al-I’mān of al-Qāsim bin Salām:
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ُ َو همنَ التهسْعه َحد
َار
ً ص ًوى َو َمن
ُ إلس ََْل هم
َارا َك َمن ه
 إه َّن هل ْ ه: أ َ َّنهُ َقا َل، صلى هللا عليه وسلم، َع هن النَّبهي ه،َ هيث أَبهي ه َُري َْرة
َّ ال
َ ُ غل
 أ َ ْن تُؤْ همنَ به َّ ه: « هم ْن َها- ص َّوة
َ هي َما
،الِل
ُ  قَا َل أَبُو- »ق
 َو ه،ض
ْ ظ َو
ُ اح َدت ُ َها
ُ :عبَيْد
ارت َ َف َع همنَ ْاْل َ ْر ه
ط هري ه
َ  ه:ص ًوى
َّ  َو هإيت َا ُء،ص ََلةه
ي
َ َو َل ت ُ ْش هركَ هب هه
 َو َح ُّج ْالبَ ْي ه، َضان
 َو ْاْل َ ْم ُر هب ْال َم ْع ُر ه،ت
َّ  َو هإ َقا َمةُ ال،ش ْيئًا
َ ص ْو ُم َر َم
َ  َو،الزكَاةه
ُ  َوال َّن ْه،وف
َ فَ َم ْن ت ََركَ هم ْن ذَلهك،ع َلى ْالقَ ْو هم هإذَا َم َر ْرتَ هب هه ْم
َ س هل َم
َ س هل َم
َ ُ  َوأ َ ْن ت،علَى أ َ ْهلهكَ هإذَا َدخ َْلتَ َعلَ ْي هه ْم
َ ُ  َوأ َ ْن ت،َع هن ْال ُم ْنك هَر
َ اْلس ََْل َم
َ
ُظ ْه َره
َ َش ْيئًا فَقَ ْد ت ََرك
 َو َم ْن ت ََر َك ُه َّن فَقَ ْد َولَّى ْ ه،اْلس ََْل هم
س ْه ًما همنَ ْ ه
And from the ninth ḥadith of Abu Hurayrah from the Prophet (peace be upon him) that
he said: ‘Verily like roads, Islam has a guidepost and a lighthouse.’ Abu Ubaid said: the
guideposts are what has been thickened and arisen from the earth. What is thickened
and rose from the ground ’From it that you that you worship Allah and do not associate
anything with him. And that you establish the Ṣalāt, render the zakāt, fast in Ramaḍān;
make pilgrimage to the house and enjoin the good and forbid the evil. And that you send
your salam upon your people when you enter upon them and that you send your salam
upon people when you encounter them. Whoever leaves anything from that has left a
share of Islam and that is a rejection of Islam.’

Abu Ubaid then says:

Yaḥya bin Sa’eed al-Attar narrated it to him from Thawr bin Yazeed from Khālid bin
Ma’dān from a man from Abu Hurayrah from the Prophet (peace be upon him). That is
how it is originally ‘al-Aṭṭār’ but it is (in actuality) al-Qahtān, Yaḥya bin Sa’eed al-Qahṭān,
the reputable Imām; al-Ḥāfiz, firmly established as a proof may Allah be pleased with him.
And he commented and said: some from the ignorant thought that these aḥādith
contradict each other and they traced it back to the differences in its (reported) number.
But, praise be to Allah, it is far and away from being in contradiction to each other. The
matter of its variance is because, as you know, the principle obligations of faith (al-I’mān)
were revealed separately. So, whenever a new matter would arise, the Prophet (peace
be upon him) added it to the previous commandments. Then, as Allah sent a new one,
he (peace be upon him) added it at once. That is why the aḥādith that are mentioned
exceed that of over seventy.
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And lastly from the words of Khālid bin Ma’dān in the works of Ibn Bishrān we have the
following:

، َ َع ْن خَا هل هد ب هْن َم ْعدَان،ور ب هْن َي هزي َد
ُ  حدثنا أَبُو، أنبا َج ْعفَر،َوأ َ ْخ َب َرنَا َج ْعفَر
َ ُ حدثنا َيحْ َيى ْبن،ع َبيْد
 َع ْن نُ ه،س هعيد
َّ َار ال
 فَ هم ْن َها أ َ ْن تُؤْ همنَ هب َّ ه،ق
،ص ََل هة
َ الِل َع َّز َو َج َّل َل ت ُ ْش هر ْك هب هه
َّ ام ال
ً ص ًوى َو َمن
ُ إلس ََْل هم
َارا َك َمن ه
 إه َّن هل ْ ه:قَا َل
ط هري ه
َ  َو هإ َق،ش ْيئًا
َّ َوإهيت َا ُء
َس هل َم َعلَى أَ ْهلهك
 َو ْاْل َ ْم ُر به ْال َم ْع ُر ه، َو َح ُّج ْالبَ ْيته، َضان
َ ص ْو ُم َر َم
َ ُ  َوأ َ ْن ت،ي َع هن ْال ُم ْنك هَر
َ  َو،الزكَاةه
ُ  َوالنَّ ْه،وف
،اْلس ََْل هم
َ َ فَ َم ْن ت ََركَ هم ْن َذلهك،علَى قَ ْوم إهذَا َم َر ْرتَ به هه ْم
َ س هل َم
َ َش ْيئًا فَقَ ْد ت ََرك
َ ُ  َوأ َ ْن ت،إهذَا َدخ َْلتَ َعلَ ْي هه ْم
س ْه ًما همنَ ْ ه
َ إلس ََْل هم
ُظ ْه َره
َو َم ْن ت ََر َك ُه َّن فَقَ ْد َولَّى هل ْ ه
Ja’far reported to us Ja’far reports: Abu Ubaid narrated to us Yaḥya bin Sa’eed narrated
to us from Thawr bin Yazeed from Khālid bin Ma’dān he said: Verily like roads, Islam has
a guidepost and a lighthouse. That you that you worship Allah the exalted and do not
associate anything with him. And that you establish the Ṣalāt, render the zakāt, fast in
Ramaḍān; make pilgrimage to the house and enjoin the good and forbid the evil. And
that you send your salam upon your people when you enter upon them and that you
send your salam upon people when you encounter them. Whoever leaves anything from
that has left a share of Islam and that is a rejection of Islam.

Firstly, it would appear apparent from the narrations of Abu Ubaid and Abdal-Ghani alMaqdisi that concerning Khālid bin Ma’dān, he has taken the narrative from an unknown man
from Abu Hurayrah. If this man was truthful and recorded the ḥadith in an appropriate way,
then the channel of transmission would be considered authentic (isnād Ṣaḥīḥ). As for the
matn (text) of the report, it is one of uprightness, because he just mentioned these adjectives
as a beacon, exactly like the lighthouse which distinguishes it, or the lighthouse which sailors
use to navigate away from the danger of rocks. The word Ṣuwa are stones that are erected
amidst a wasteland of an empty desert, evidenced by the signs on the road. The singular form
is ‘Ṣwa’, in the same rhyme of this word as ‘Quwa’, also its called ‘Al-Rajoom’ or ‘al-Rijām’ and
its singular form is ‘rijm’. The narrator has conveyed that Islam has a special appearance and
signs, in which proves its existence; some of these signs are like pillars or markers, others not,
by necessity.
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Secondly, that the commentary of Imām Ibn Ḥibbān has been given greater precedence
over that asserted by Imām Abu Ubaid. What this shows is that there is several different
viewpoints when it comes to discussing these matters in relation to the pillars, guideposts
and shares of Islam. When it comes to talking about the different aspects of faith (al-I’mān),
the numerous accolades that the Prophet (peace be upon him) has over the previous
prophets; the nature of the major sins (kabā’ir) and the like, items are mentioned according
to the relevant situation and the circumstances of the recipients. It is not necessary that all
aspects are detailed and mentioned in one sitting, but rather mentioning a short number to
facilitate easy understanding and memorisation.
In Musnad Shāmiayn Imām Ṭabarāni cites the following:

َّ ع ْن أَبهي
 َح َّدثَنَا َع ْب ُد َّ ه،س ْهل
،اء
 َع ْن أَبهي الد َّْر َد ه،الزاه ههريَّ هة
َ ،صا هلح
َ َُح َّدثَنَا بَ ْك ُر ْبن
َ ُ َح َّدثَنهي ُمعَا هويَةُ ْبن،صا هلح
َ ُّللا ْبن
َّ َار ال
ُ ش َها َدة
َ س َها َو َج َمالُ َها
ُ ْ فَ َرأ،ق
ُ إلس ََْل هم
ص ًوى َو َع ََل َمات َك َمن ه
 إه َّن هل ْ ه: قَا َل، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،َع هن النَّبهي ه
ط هري ه
َّ  َو هإيت َا ُء،ص ََلةه
،ّللاه
 َوت َ َما ُم ْالوض ه،الزكَاةه
ُ  َوأ َ َّن ُم َح َّمدًا َع ْب ُده ُ َو َر،ُّللا
َّ ب
َّ أ َ ْن َل هإلَهَ هإ َّل
َّ  َو هإقَا ُم ال،ُسولُه
 َو ْال ُح ْك ُم هب هكت َا ه،ُوء
َ  َو، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،سنَّ هة نَ هب هي هه
َ ُ طا َعة
، َوت َ ْس هلي ُم ُك ْم هإذَا َدخ َْلت ُ ْم بُيُوتَ ُك ْم، َوت َ ْس هلي ُم ُك ْم َعلَى أ َ ْنفُ هس ُك ْم،ولةه ْاْل َ ْم هر
ُ َو
َوت َ ْس هلي ُم ُك ْم َعلَى َب هني آ َد َم هإذَا لَ هقيت ُ ُمو ُه ْم
Bakr bin Sahl narrated to us Abdallah bin Ṣāliḥ narrated to us Mu’āwiyah bin Ṣāliḥ
narrated to me from Abu az-Zāhiriyah from Abu Darda’ from the Prophet (peace be upon
him) that Verily like roads, Islam has a signpost and a lighthouse. Its pinnacle and beauty
if the testimony that there is no god/deity except Allah and that Muḥammad is his slave
and messenger. To establish the Ṣalāt, render the zakāt, and complete the wuḍu and the
ḥukm (law) of the book of Allah and the Sunnah of his Prophet (peace be upon him) and
to obey the rulers and to send your salam upon all and your salam upon the people of
your house when you enter and to send your salam upon all of mankind.

Following this, Ḥamdi bin Abdal-Majeed as-Salafi has a comment regarding this in his Tahqeeq
(Nashr Ma’soosa ar-Risāla) saying: ‘And Ibn Daust narrated it in al-Amāli from the channel of
Abdallah bin Ṣāliḥ from Mu’āwiyah with him and it is observed here that these two channels
are together considered good (ḥasan).’ Here it has been narrated with the wording ‘its
beauty’ perhaps because additional sources have it saying: ‘and its group.’ Regarding this I
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would submit that improvement of Ḥamdi bin Abdal-Majeed as-Salafi with his collection of
channels is not ḥasan. This is because there is a break in the channel between Abu azZāhiriyah Ḥadeer bin Kureeb and Abu Darda’ that is still listed. But it may be the case that it
would provide an improvement of the ḥadith of Abu Hurayrah in this regard, as both being a
testimony to one another. There is some disagreement concerning the wording ‘has a
signpost and a lighthouse’ but also because of the unknown narrator between Abu azZāhiriyah and Abu Darda’ and that is not the unknown narrator in relation to the ḥadith of
Abu Hurayrah.
There is also the report that is in the Muṣṣanaf of Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba:

صَلة ُ َو َّ
الزكَاة ُ َو ْال هج َها ُد
عةَ ،قَا َل ُ
ضيْلَ ،ع ْن ُ
ان أ َ ْر َبع :ال َّ
َح َّدثَنَا ُم َح َّم ُد ْبنُ فُ َ
ارة ََ ،ع ْن أ َ هبي ُز ْر َ
ع َم َ
ع َم ُر :ع َُرى ه
اْلي َم ه
َواْل َ َمانَةُ
Muḥammad bin Fuḍeel narrated to us from Umāra from Abu Zur’a he said Umar
mentioned four (things regarding) al-Imān: the Ṣalāt the zakāt, the Jihād and trusts
(amānah).

Imām Ṭabarāni has the next narration in his Mu’jam:

حدثنا َع ْب ُد َّ ه
يَ ،ح َّدثَنَا َع ْب ُد اْل َ ْعلَى بن
يَ ،ح َّدثَنَا َ
يز ْالبَغَ هو ُّ
ّللا بن ُم َح َّم هد بن َع ْب هد ْالعَ هز ه
صا هل ُح بن َما هلك ْالخ ََو هار ْز هم ُّ
ي بن َحاتهم ال َّ
امر ال َّ
ي ْال ُكوفَةَ ،فَأَت َ ْيتُهُ فهي أُنَاس هم ْن أ َ ْه هل ْال ُكوفَ هة،
سا هو هرَ ،ح َّدثَنهي َع ه
أَبهي ْال ُم َ
ي ،قَا َل :قَد َهم َع هد ُّ
طائه ُّ
ش ْعبه ُّ
ّللا ،صلى هللا عليه وسلم ،فَقَا َل :بُ هع َ
سو ُل َّ ه
سو هل َّ ه
ّللا ،صلى هللا عليه
ث َر ُ
س هم ْعتَهُ هم ْن َر ُ
َفقُ ْلنَا َلهُ َح هدثْنَا هب َحدهيث َ
وم،
ش َّد َلهُ بُ ْغضًاَ ،ول أ َ َ
ب َكانَ أ َ َ
ش َّد َلهُ ك ََرا هه َيةً همنهيَ ،حتَّى َل هح ْقتُ هب ُّ
وسلم ،هبالنُّب َُّو هةَ ،ول أ َ ْعلَ ُم أ َ َحدًا همنَ ْال َع َر ه
الر ه
ارت َ َح ْلتُ َحتَّى
اس ْ
فَتَنَ َّ
سنَ هةَ ،و َما قَ هد اجْ ت َ َم َع إهلَ ْي هه همنَ النَّ ه
ق ْال َح َ
ص ْرتُ فهي هه ْم ،فَلَ َّما بَلَغَنهي َما يَ ْدعُو إهلَ ْي هه همنَ اْل َ ْخَل ه
ي بن َحاتهم ،أ َ ْس هل ْم ت َ ْسلَ ْم ،فَقُ ْلتُ  :أ َ ْخ أ َ ْخ ،فَأَن َْختُ ،
أَت َ ْيتُهُ ،فَ َوقَ ْفتُ َعلَ ْي ههَ ،و هع ْن َدهُ ُ
ص َهيْب َوبهَلل َو َ
س ْل َمانُ  ،فَقَا َل :يَا َع هد ُّ
س هل هه،
الِلهَ ،و َمَلئه َكته ههَ ،و ُكتُبه ههَ ،و ُر ُ
َو َجلَ ْستُ َ ،وأ َ ْلزَ ْقتُ ُر ْكبَتهي به ُر ْكبَته هه ،فَقُ ْلتُ  :يَا َر ُ
اْلسَْل ُم؟ قَا َل :تُؤْ همنُ به َّ
سو َل َّ
ّللاهَ ،ما ه
ص َر؛
ي بن َحاتهم :ل تَقُو ُم السَّا َ
عةُ َحتَّى ت ُ ْفت َ َح خَزَ ائهنُ هكس َْرى َوقَ ْي َ
َوتُؤْ همنُ به ْالقَ َد هر َخي هْر هه َوش هَرههَ ،و ُح ْل هو هه َو ُم هر هه؛ يَا َع هد ُّ
ْ
ي ال َّ
ظ هعينَةُ همنَ ْال هحيَرةهَ ،ولَ ْم يَ ُك ْن يَ ْو همئهذ ُكوفَةَُ ،حتَّى ت َ ُ
وف هب َه هذ هه
ي بن َحاتهم :ل تَقُو ُم السَّا َ
ط َ
يَا َع هد ُّ
عةُ َحتَّى ت َأته َ
وف هج َرابُ ْال َما هل ،فَت َ ُ
ي بن َحا هتم ،ل تَقُو ُم السَّا َعة ُ َحتَّى ت َ ُ
وف به هه َول ت هَج ُد لَهُ أَ َحدًا
ط َ
ط َ
ْال َك ْع َب هة هبغَي هْر َخ هفيرَ ،يا َع هد ُّ
ض ،فَتَقُو َل :لَ ْيتَكَ لَ ْم ت َ ُك ْن ،لَ ْيتَكَ ُك ْنتَ ت ُ َرابًا
يَ ْقبَلُهُ ،فَتَض هْر َ
ب به هه اْل َ ْر َ
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Abdallah bin Muḥammad bin Abdal-Aziz al-Baghawi narrated to us Ṣāliḥ bin Mālik alKhawārizmi narrated to us Abdal-A’la bin Abul’Musāwir narrated to us A’āmir ash-Sha’bi
narrated to me he said A’di bin Ḥātim aṭ-Ṭā’ie came to Kufa and came upon the people
of Kufa. We said narrate to us some ḥadith that you heard from the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him). He replied the messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was sent
with Prophethood and none from among the Arabs disliked it more so than I, until my
encounter with Rome. When I had heard that the call was to mannerisms and the good.
And I came upon a group from amongst the people until I arrived upon them. I stood
before them and they were Ṣuhayb, Bilāl and Salmān. He said: O A’di bin Ḥātim, enter
Islam and you will be safe. So, I said: brother, brother. I thus purified myself and I sat
down on the ground, my knees next to his knees. Thereafter I said O Messenger of Allah,
what is Islam? He replied: to believe in Allah, his angels, his books, his messengers and
to believe in al-Qadr, the good or bad or it and its sweetness or bitterness. O A’di bin
Ḥātim the hour will not be established until the treasures of Kisra and Qayṣar are
opened.13 O A’di bin Ḥātim the hour will not be established until the lady from al-Ḥira
comes, and not that day from Kufa, to perform circumambulation of the Ka’ba and fears
none. O A’di bin Ḥātim, the hour will not be established until circumambulation is
undertaken for money, and in that it won’t be acceptable to anyone and the striking of
the earth, until it’s said: I wish it wasn’t; I wish you were dust.

Here there isn’t a great deal in general, the pathway saying ‘testifying that there is no
god/deity except Allah and that Muḥammad is the messenger of Allah.’

Some have

abbreviated this only to ‘testifying that there is no god/deity except Allah’. Others have
expressed this as ‘the oneness of Allah,’ or ‘that you worship Allah and disbelieve in anything
besides him.’ Alternatively, there is also ‘al-Imān in Allah and his Messenger,’ which is
surmised or detailed as being ‘to believe in Allah, his angels, his books, his messengers and to
believe in al-Qadr, its good, bad, its sweetness and its bitterness.’
Imām Muslim cites the following two narrations in his collection:

13

The titles that were given to the rulers of Persia and Rome – Khosrau and Caesar
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حدثنا محمد بن عبد هللا بن نمير الهمداني حدثنا أبو خالد يعني سليمان بن حيان اْلحمر عن أبي مالك
 قال بني اْلسَلم على خمسة على، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،اْلشجعي عن سعد بن عبيدة عن بن عمر عن النبي
أن يوحد هللا وإقام الصَلة وإيتاء الزكاة وصيام رمضان والحج فقال رجل الحج وصيام رمضان قال ل
 صلى هللا عليه وسلم،صيام رمضان والحج هكذا سمعته من رسول هللا
Muḥammad bin Numayr al-Hamdāni narrated to us Abu Khālid, that is to say, Sulaymān
bin Ḥayyān al-Aḥmar narrated to us from Abu Mālik al-Ashja’ee from Sa’d bin Ubada from
Ibn Umar from the Prophet (peace be upon him), he said: Al-Islam is raised upon five:
upon the oneness of Allah, the establishment of prayer, payment of Zakāt, the fast of
Ramaḍān and Ḥajj. A person said: Which of the two precedes the other - Ḥajj or the fast
of Ramaḍān? He (Ibn Umar) replied: No - the fast of Ramaḍān and (then) Ḥajj as it has
been heard from the Prophet (peace be upon him).

وحدثنا سهل بن عثمان العسكري حدثنا يحيى بن زكريا حدثنا سعد بن طارق قال حدثني سعد بن عبيدة
 قال بني اْلسَلم على خمس على أن يعبد هللا ويكفر، صلى هللا عليه وسلم،السلمي عن بن عمر عن النبي
بما دونه وإقام الصَلة وإيتاء الزكاة وحج البيت وصوم رمضان
And Sahl bin Uthmān al-A’skari narrated to us Yaḥya bin Zakariyā narrated to us Sa’d bin
Ṭāriq narrated to us he said Sa’d bin U’bada as-Salami narrated to me from Ibn Umar
from the Prophet (peace be upon him), he said: Al-Islam is built upon five: that Allah alone
should be worshipped and to disbelieve all others besides him; the establishment of
prayer, the payment of Zakāt, Ḥajj to the house, and the fast of Ramaḍān

Regarding the nature of this important topic, a study relating to the pillars of Islam, the
starting point should necessarily should be the Qur’ān. Then for consistency, the authentic
established Sunnah which by necessity explains and expounds upon the entire Qur’ān.
Perhaps there are other points that can be marshalled which would provide further restriction
upon the absolute statements and further specify the general. Regrettably such efforts
diminished after the period of the rightly guided Khulafā’ (caliphs), after which began the
onset of the ‘era of interpretation’ (aṣr at-Tā’weel) inaugurated by the rape of the Khilafah
by Mu’āwiya bin Abu Sufyān. The situation worsened immensely at the hands of the
hypocritical scholars associated with the rulers with a small distortion becoming much bigger.
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Divine texts were disregarded in favour of accumulated interpretation, ushering in an era of
what can be considered outright change, in order at times, to suit the whims of rulers. While
such methods were often very subtle during that era, they have become magnified in the
present era where such distortion is brazen and explicit. Documenting such matters would in
fact require an entire separate detailed study. Returning to the original question in relation
to the pillars of Islam, it is necessary to consider the words of Allah the exalted at this juncture
where he has stated the following:

ع ْال َح َياةه ال ُّد ْنيَا َو َما هعن َد َّ ه
َّللا َخيْر َوأ َ ْب َق ٰى هللَّذهينَ آ َمنُوا َو َعلَ ٰى َربه هه ْم يَت ََو َّكلُون
ُ َيء فَ َمت َا
ْ فَ َما أُوتهيتُم همن ش
So, whatever thing you are given, that is only a provision of this world's life, and what is with Allah
is better and more lasting for those who believe and rely on their Lord.

ََضبُوا ُه ْم َي ْغ هف ُرون
اْلثْ هم َو ْالف ََو ه
ش َو هإذَا َما غ ه
َ اح
َوالَّذهينَ َيجْ تَنهبُونَ َك َبائه َر ْ ه
And those who shun the great sins and indecencies, and whenever they are angry they forgive.

ُ ص ََلة َ َوأ َ ْم ُر ُه ْم
َور ٰى َب ْينَ ُه ْم َو هم َّما َرزَ ْقنَا ُه ْم يُن هفقُون
َّ َوالَّذهينَ ا ْستَ َجابُوا هل َر هب هه ْم َوأَقَا ُموا ال
َ ش
And those who respond to their Lord and keep up prayer, and their rule is to make consultation
among themselves, and who spend out of what We have given them.

ََص ُرون
ي ُه ْم يَنت ه
َ َ َوالَّذهينَ هإذَا أ
ُ صابَ ُه ُم ْالبَ ْغ
And those who, when great wrong afflicts them, defend themselves

َّ ُّّللا هإنَّهُ َل ي هُحب
صلَ َح فَأَجْ ُرهُ َعلَى َّ ه
َالظا هل همين
ْ َ س هيئ َة همثْلُ َها فَ َم ْن َعفَا َوأ
َ س هيئ َة
َ َو َجزَ ا ُء
And the recompense of evil is punishment like it, but whoever forgives and amends, he shall have
his reward from Allah; surely, He does not love the unjust
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ُ ص َر بَ ْع َد
ظ ْل هم هه فَأُو ٰلَئهكَ َما َعلَ ْي ههم همن َسبهيل
َ ََولَ َم هن انت
And whoever defends himself after his being oppressed, these it is against whom there is no way
(to blame)

ْ س هبي ُل َعلَى الَّذهينَ َي
ق أُو ٰ َلئهكَ لَ ُه ْم َع َذاب أَ هليم
َّ هإنَّ َما ال
اس َو َي ْبغُونَ فهي ْاْل َ ْر ه
َ َّظ هل ُمونَ الن
ض هبغَي هْر ْال َح ه
The way (to blame) is only against those who oppress men and revolt in the earth unjustly; these
shall have a painful punishment

ور
َ َولَ َمن
صبَ َر َو َغف ََر إه َّن ٰذَلهكَ لَ هم ْن َع ْز هم ْاْل ُ ُم ه
And whoever is patient and forgiving, these most surely are actions due to courage.14

Here the verses cited from the Qur’ān are Meccan. Coupled with this are the words of the
exalted in the verse revealed to his Prophet in Medina:

ًّ َّللا هل ْنتَ لَ ُه ْم َو َل ْو ُك ْنتَ ف
َ ظا َغ هلي
فَبه َما َرحْ َمة همنَ َّ ه
ْف َع ْن ُه ْم َوا ْستَ ْغ هف ْر لَ ُه ْم َوشَا هو ْر ُه ْم فهي
ظ ْالقَ ْل ه
ُ ب َل ْن َفضُّوا هم ْن َح ْولهكَ فَاع
ْاْل َ ْم هر فَإهذَا َعزَ ْمتَ فَت ََو َّك ْل َعلَى َّ ه
َّللا ي هُحبُّ ْال ُمت ََو هكلهين
َ َّ ّللا هإ َّن
Thus, it is due to mercy from Allah that you deal with them gently and had you been rough, hard
hearted, they would certainly have dispersed from being around you; pardon them therefore and
ask pardon for them and consult with them in the affair so when you have decided, then place
your trust in Allah – surely Allah loves those who trust. 15

From the aforementioned verse, Allah has mentioned ‘ash-Shu’ra’ after establishing the ṣalāt
and before the obligatory spending - which includes payment of the zakāt, giving a fifth from

14
15

Qur’ān, 42: 36/43
Qur’ān, 3: 159
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the booty – all of which is deemed as an obligation. Consultation, ‘ash-Shura’ necessarily is
from the pillars of Islam, similar to ṣalāt and zakāt without any difference or distinction. Yet
these we do not find enumerated as being from amongst the essential pillars of Islam?! Nay,
they are not even mentioned as being from amongst the essential obligations like you would
find it in the pages of debates being devalued, where it is asked: Is ‘ash-Shura’ a binding
requisite or merely something suggested – glory be to Allah!

Therefore, to sum up: that the basis of Islam is:
 To testify that there is no god/deity except Allah and that Muḥammad is the
Messenger of Allah

Or to say in an abridged and concise form only:
 Testifying that there is no god/deity except Allah

Or alternatively saying:
 That you worship Allah and disbelieve in all else beside him

And perhaps with the intended meaning that it relates to the oneness of Allah –
 That it is to worship Allah and to disbelieve in whatever is worshipped besides him and
has the expression from which al-I’mān stems, namely I’mān in Allah and his
Messenger, which is the mujmal.

 Or as mufaṣṣil: I’mān in Allah, his angels, books and his Messengers and I’mān in alQadr, the good and bad of it as well as its sweetness and bitterness.
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Indeed, this is the solid basis and solid foundation upon which everything is to be based upon.
Concerning the pillars (arkān) they are greater than the five-pillars which are the most wellknown, for indeed they are in total, greater than ten:

1. The ṣalāt with its accompanying conditions and the importance of the prerequisite of
complete ṭahāra
2. The zakāt
3. Payment of a fifth from the booty
4. Performance of Ḥajj (and also the Umrah)
5. Fasting during the month of Ramaḍān
6. Jihād in the path of Allah (and it is the pinnacle or apex of Islam)
7. Enjoining the good and forbidding the evil (and its most important aspect of
accounting the oppressive rulers and forbidding their evil of their rule. Indeed, it is
from amongst the divisions of Jihād and indeed it is from its pinnacle and apex of both
Jihād and Islam)
8. Hijrah (migration)
9. Shu’ra (consultation)
10. al-Jamā’ah (the community)
11. To listen and obey the lawfully instituted rulers and governors
12. To send salam upon your family when entering upon them
13. To send salam upon mankind (Bani Adam) when passing them by

Regarding no. 13, sending salam upon mankind (Bani Adam) when passing them by, this
doesn’t only relate to the utterance of words. But rather it also extends to safety and security;
providing reassurance to establish long-term relationships as well as disseminating cordial
relations, affection and harmony amongst mankind.
By no means is this now the complete picture in totality. It would not be correct to say
that until the remaining nullifiers (nawāqiḍ) of Islam have been detailed. They further provide
important elucidation particularly in relation to what actually constitutes disbelief (kufr) and
polytheism (shirk), which the remainder of this present work is intended to set out. Some of
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the serious sins (mubiqāt) involve leaving a pillar from amongst the main pillars, such as
leaving the prayer, not paying the zakāt, consuming the khums etc. Also within this rubric
comes a significant number of matters, such as taking a life that Allah has prohibited without
due process of law; consuming the wealth of an orphan, consuming interest (ribā),
inappropriately taking public wealth, fleeing from the battlefield and casting malicious
unsolicited accusations against chaste believing women. There is also repudiating one’s effort
after making migration in Allah’s cause, thus making a renunciation of one’s Islamic citizenship
after securing it; disobeying one’s parents, providing false witness/testimony and / or perjury.
To despair of the hope of Allah or his mercy; to commit adultery, incest or fornication; to
repudiate one’s pledge of allegiance by raising arms unjustly against the community of
Muslims, and to partake in brigandage. There are other sins which fall within the rubric or
category of being major sins (kabā’ir); we ask Allah and beseech him for refuge from all of
them, including any action that would bring his wrath and result us being considered from
amongst the inmates of hell.
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