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1. Tawheed is the recognition and worship of Allah

In Arabic, the word ‘monotheism’ (Tawheed) a verbal noun derived from the word
‘Wahhada’, carrying the meaning with emphasis, to be alone, singular. It can in fact mean

one of two things:

1. to collect or gather disparate units and consolidate them into one; in Arabic, it is
expressed as ‘the leader of so and so came and placed disparate tribes/factions into
one consolidated entity.’

2. Torecognise and to express the single unity or oneness of something, acknowledging
it as such. In that sense, that God, is one, a single entity. It is in the latter sense that

the word is referred to here.

That wording itself frequently appears in the revelatory texts, in both the Qur’an and the

Prophetic Sunnah. Allah the exalted and majestic expressed the following in the noble book:
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And We have placed coverings on their hearts and a heaviness in their ears lest they understand it,

and when you mention your Lord alone in the Qur’an they turn their backs in aversion.

Y Qurian, 17: 46
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And when Allah alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who do not believe in the hereafter shrink,

and when those besides Him are mentioned, lo! they are joyful.’
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That is because when Allah alone was called upon, you disbelieved, and when associates were

given to Him, you believed; hence judgment belongs to Allah, the high, the great.?

With regards to the Sunnah, use of the word appears expressed in the famous narration

where Tariq ibn Ashyam narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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Yazeed bin Haroon narrated to us he said Abu Malik al-Ashja’ee reported to us from his
father that he heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) say to the people:

Whoever confesses to the oneness of Allah the exalted and disbelieves in what is

worshipped besides Him, his wealth and blood will be sanctified and his reckoning will be

with Allah, the majestic.*

Similarly, Imam Muslim collected the following authentic tradition from lbn Umar in his Sahih:

? Qur’an, 39: 45

* Qur’an, 40: 12

* The narration / wording is taken from Musnad Ahmad (Musnad al-Makkieen, hadith of Tariq bin Ashyam al-
Ashja’ee Abu Malik) no. 15,875. Imam Muslim records the same in his Sahih through several authentic channels
in the book of faith
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From lbn Umar may Allah be pleased with him from the Prophet (peace be upon him),

he said: Islam is founded/built upon five: the oneness of Allah, the establishment of

prayer; rendering charity and fasting in Ramadan.

In the long authentic hadith that has been reported from Jabir may Allah be pleased with him
in the farewell pilgrimage, he reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) mentioned the
‘people of Tawheed.” That is widely reported in the collections of Muslim, Abu Dawud, lbn
Majah, Ahmad and many others. There is also the narrative which has been reported from
Ibn A’bbas may Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet (peace be upon him) sent Mu’adth
to Yemen and he instructed him: ‘You are going to a nation from the people of the scripture,
so let the first thing to which you will invite them, be the Tawheed of Allah.” The hadith is
authentic and is reported by Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi and many others. Reporting for this

authentic hadith is varied from numerous channels, requiring some detailed study here:
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Umayah bin Bistam narrated to us Yazeed bin Zureeh’ narrated to us Ruh bin al-Qasim
narrated to us from Ismaeel bin Umaya from Yahya bin Abdallah bin Sayfi from Abu
Ma’bad from Ibn A’bbas may Allah be pleased with him that when the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) sent Mu’adth to Yemen, he said (to him): You are going to people

of a book. Firstly, invite them to worship Allah and when they come to know Allah, inform

them that Allah has enjoined on them, five prayers in every day and night; and if they
start offering these prayers, inform them that Allah has enjoined on them, the Zakat. And

it is to be taken from the rich amongst them and given to the poor amongst them; and if
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they obey you in that, take Zakat from them and avoid (don't take) the best property of

the people as Zakat.

Other notable Imam’s of hadith have recorded this in their respective collections:

¢ lbn Hibban has this in his Sahih in two places (Vol. 1 sec. 371, no. 156 and Vol. 6 sec.
178, no. 2419) with the isnad: Al-Hasan bin Sufyan al-Shaybani reported to us he said
Umayah bin Bistam narrated to us Yazeed bin Zureeh’ narrated to us Ruh bin al-Qasim

narrated to us from Ismaeel bin Umaya from Yahya bin Abdallah bin Sayfi etc.

% Sunan al-Kubra, Bayhaqy [Vol. 4 sec. 101, no. 7095] with the isnad: Abu Abdallah al-
Hafiz reported to us Abu Nadr Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Yusuf al-Faqihi
reported to me Muhammad bin Ibrahim Sa’eed and al-Hasan bin Sufyan narrated to
us, they said: Umayah bin Bistam narrated to us Yazeed bin Zureeh’ narrated to us Ruh
bin al-Qasim narrated to us from Ismaeel bin Umaya from Yahya bin Abdallah bin Sayfi

etc.

s Mu’jam al-Kabir at-Tabarani [Vol. 11 sec. 426, no. 12207] with the isnad: Ahmad bin
Ali al-A’bar and al-Hussain bin Ishaq al-Tastoori narrated to us, they said: Umayah bin
Bistam narrated to us Yazeed bin Zureeh’ narrated to us Ruh bin al-Qasim narrated to
us from Ismaeel bin Umaya from Yahya instead of where it’s said (bin Abdallah bin
Sayfi) except where he said: when they come to know Allah, (it is) where they know

Allah.

Imam Bukhari has the following narration in his collection of Sahih:
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And Abdallah bin Abi al-Aswad narrated to me al-Fadl bin al-A’la narrated to us Ismaeel
bin Umaya narrated to us from Yahya bin Abdallah bin Muhammad bin Sayfi that he
heard Abu Ma’bad, (who was) the mawla of Ibn A’bbas saying that Ibn A’bbas related the
saying of when the Prophet (peace be upon him) sent Mu’adth to Yemen, he said to him:
You are going to a nation from the people of the scripture, so let the first thing to which

you will invite them, be the Tawheed of Allah. If they learn that, tell them that Allah has

enjoined on them, five prayers to be offered in one day and one night. And if they pray,
tell them that Allah has enjoined on them Zakat of their properties and it is to be taken
from the rich among them and given to the poor. And if they agree to that, then take from

them Zakat but avoid the best property of the people.

In Sunan al-Kubra, al-Bayhaqy records the narrative as:
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Abul’Hasan Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali al-Mugri reported to us al-Hasan bin Muhammad
bin Ishaq al-Isfard’ini reports, Yusuf bin Ya’qub narrated to us Muhammad bin Abi Bakr
narrated to us al-Fadl bin al-A’la narrated to us Ismaeel bin Umaya narrated to us from
Yahya bin Abdallah bin Muhammad bin Sayfi that he heard Abu Ma’bad, (who was) the
mawla of Ibn A’bbas saying that Ibn A’bbas related the saying of when the Prophet (peace
be upon him) sent Mu’adth bin Jabal to Yemen, he said: You are entering upon a nation

from the people of the book, so the first thing to which you invite them be the Tawheed

of Allah, the exalted and majestic. If they recognise that, inform them that Allah the
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exalted and majestic has obligated upon them five-prayers in the day and night; if they
pray inform them that Allah the exalted and majestic has obligated upon them zakat upon
their wealth and it is to be taken from the rich among them and to be given to the poor.

And if they agree to that, then take from them zakat but avoid the best property.

Commenting afterwards, he writes: ‘It is reported by Bukhari in his Sahih from Abdallah bin
Abi al-Aswad from al-Fadl bin al-A’l3, and (also) reported by Muslim from (that) channel also
from Ismaeel.” This wording is supported by what has come from what Abdar-Razzaq reports
in his Mussanaf. It is from an independent channel, although weak because of the ikhtilat of

Muthanna bin Sabah:
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Abdar-Razzaq: from al-Muthanna bin Sabah from Tawus he said, | heard the saying of the
Prophet (peace be upon him) concerning Mu’adth bin Jabal when he was sent to Yemen,
he said: Indeed, you are coming upon people from the people of the book, so invite them

to the Tawheed of Allah. If they agree to that, then say indeed Allah has obligated upon

them five-prayers in a day and a night. If they agree to that, then say indeed Allah has
obligated fasting in the month of Ramadan. If they agree to that, then say indeed Allah
has obligated charity to be taken from their wealth and properties. If they agree to that,
take from their wealth; and beware of usurping their wealth, there is no barrier between

the supplication of the oppressed.

As collected in his Sahih, Imam Bukhari cited the following:
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Muhammad narrated to us Abdallah reported to us Zakariya bin Ishaq reported to us
from Yahya bin Abdallah Sayfi from Abu Ma’bad, mawla to lbn A’bbas from lbn A’bbas
he said the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to Mu’adth bin Jabal when he
sent him to Yemen, You will go to the people of the scripture. So, when you reach there,

invite them to testify that there is no god/deity except Allah and that Muhammad is his

Messenger. And if they obey you in that, tell them that Allah has enjoined on them five
prayers in each day and night. And if they obey you in that tell them that Allah has made
it obligatory on them to pay the Zakat which will be taken from the rich among them and
given to the poor among them. If they obey you in that, then avoid taking the best of their
possessions, and be afraid of the curse of an oppressed person because there is no screen

between his invocation and Allah.

Elsewhere in the Sahih, Bukhari has the same with the isnad: Hibban narrated to me Abdallah
reported to us from Zakariya bin Ishaq reported to us from Yahya bin Abdallah Sayfi etc.

Similar is also cited in other notable collections, such as:

¢ Sahih Muslim: Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba, Abu Kureeb and Ishaq bin lbrahim, all of them
narrated to us from Waki’; Abu Bakr said: Waki’ narrated to us from Zakariya bin Ishaq,

he said Yahya bin Abdallah bin Sayfi narrated to me, etc.

¢ The collections of Imam Nasa’i, in the Sunan [Vol. 5, sec 4, no. 2435] and Sunan al-
Kubra [Vol. 2 sec. 5, no. 2215] with the isnad: Muhammad bin A’'mmar al-Mawsali
from al-Mu’afa from Zakariya bin Ishaq al-Makki he said Yahya bin Abdallah Sayfi

narrated to us with it.
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Ibn Hibban in his Sahih [Vol. 11 sec. 476, no. 5081]: al-Hasan bin Sufyan reported to
us from his book, he said Ishaq bin Mansur al-Kawsaj narrated to us he said Abu A’asim
narrated to us he said Zakariya bin Ishaq narrated to us he said Yahya bin Abdallah

Sayfi narrated to us with it.

Ibn Khuzayma in his Sahih [Vol. 4 sec. 23, no. 2275] with the isnad: Muhammad bin
Bashar and Abdallah bin Ishaq al-Jawhari narrated to us and this is the hadith of
Bundar, they said: Abu A’asim narrated to us Zakariya bin Ishaqg narrated to us Yahya

bin Abdallah Sayfi narrated to me with it.

Tirmidhi, in his Sunan [Vol. 3 sec. 22, no. 625] with the isnad: Abu Kureeb narrated to
us Waki’ narrated to us Zakariya bin Ishaq al-Makki narrated to us Yahya bin Abdallah

Sayfi narrated to us.

Ibn Majah in his Sunan [Vol. 1 sec. 568, no. 1783] with the isnad: Ali bin Muhammad
narrated to us Waki’ bin al-Jarrah narrated to us Zakariya bin Ishaqg al-Makki narrated

to us from Yahya bin Abdallah Sayfi.

Imam Abu Dawud in his Sunan [Vol. 1 sec. 568, no. 1783] with the isnad: Ahmad bin
Hanbal narrated to us Waki’ narrated to us Zakariya bin Ishaq al-Makki narrated to us

from Yahya bin Abdallah Sayfi.

Ahmad bin Hanbal in his Musnad [Vol. 1 sec. 233, no. 2071] with the isnad: Waki’
narrated to us Zakariya bin Ishaq al-Makki narrated to us from Yahya bin Abdallah

Sayfi.

Bayhaqy reports this in his Sunan al-Kubra in several places with various channels of

transmission:

a. [Vol. 4 sec. 96, no. 7068] - Abu Abdallah al-Hafiz reported to us Abul’A’bbas al-
Qasim bin al-Qasim as-Sayari narrated to us in Merv Abul’ Muwajihi narrated to us
Abdan narrated to us Abdallah reports Zakariya bin Ishaq al-Makki reports from
Yahya bin Abdallah bin Sayfi with it

1N
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b. [Vol. 7 sec. 7, no. 12907]: Abu ‘Amr Muhammad bin Abdallah al-Adeeb reported
to us Abu Bakr al-Ismaeeli reports al-Hasan bin Sufyan reported to me Hibban
narrated to us Abdallah reports from Zakariya bin Ishaq from Yahya bin Abdallah
bin Sayfi with it

c. [Vol. 7 sec. 9, no. 12915] Abu Salih bin Abi Tahir al-Anbari reported to us my
grandfather Yahya bin Mansur al-Qadi reports Ahmad bin Salma narrated to us
Ishaq bin lbrahim narrated to us Waki’ reports Zakariya bin Ishaqg al-Makki

narrated to us from Yahya bin Abdallah bin Sayfi with it

¢ Imam Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba in his Mussanaf [Vol. 2 sec. 353, no. 9831] with the
isnad: Waki’ narrated to us he said Zakariya bin Ishaqg al-Makki narrated to us he said

Yahya bin Abdallah bin Sayfi narrated to me with it

Given the above, | would submit that Zakariya bin Ishaq al-Makki is thiga, without doubt,
being no less than Ismaeel bin Umaya bin ‘Amr bin Sa’eed bin al-A’as al-Makki, this being the
stronger. Ruh bin al-Qasim has the designation thiga Hafiz and mashur (well-known); above
the sadug (truthful) al-Fadl bin al-A’la by the level of reported wording: ‘...invite them to
worship Allah and when they come to know Allah...” Firstly, with submission and perhaps it is
the root of the noble Prophetic wording. Thereafter what is reported by al-Fadl bin al-A’la
with the meaning where he said: “..first thing to which you will invite them, be the Tawheed
of Allah. If they learn that,...” and similarly as with al-Muthanna bin Sabah or Tawus. And as
for Zakariya bin Ishaq al-Makki, certainly that is translated with what has corresponded to
that by necessity, that they testify that there is no god/deity except Allah and that

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Regardless of the matter, the conclusive argument that the predecessors from the class
of the junior Tabi’een (fifth class, as per Ibn Hajr, and similarly the sixth class, those who did
not receive from the Sahdba), namely the likes of: Yahya bin Abdallah bin Sayfi, Ismaeel bin
Umaya, Ruh bin al-Qasim and Zakariya bin Ishag. And also, what comes from some of them
from the muhaditheen and musannifin. They do not differentiate between the sentences

above, they all have one meaning:

11
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‘Firstly, invite them to worship Allah and if they and when they come to know Allah,’

7

“Firstly, invite them to the Tawheed of Allah the exalted, when they recognise that,

‘That they testify that there is no god/deity except Allah and that Muhammad is the

Messenger of Allah.’

But the truth of the matter, is that these equivalencies or equations if you will, are indeed
much older. In an earlier chapter entitled ‘The Grades of Deen’, from the first part of this
present work, we mentioned the famous hadith of Jibreel that was reported on the authority
of Abu Hurayrah. It is cited in numerous notable collections such as Bukhari, Muslim and
others. That narration contains the answer to the question about al-Islam, namely: ‘To not
associate anything with Allah, to perform the prayer...” to the end of the narration.” In the
wording of Bukhari: ‘To worship Allah, and not partner anything with him, to perform the
prayer... again, to the end of the narration. In the other narration that Muslim cites with the
fuller wording: ‘To worship Allah and not to associate anything with him, to perform the
compulsory prayer...” to the end of the narration. That wording also appears in the Sahih of

Ibn Khuzayma as well as the other collections of notable scholars.

Concerning the hadith of Jibreel from the narration of Abdallah bin Umar bin al-Khattab
that he heard from his father, it is cited in the book of Muslim and all the notable collections,
but not that of Bukhari, the answer there that came in relation to the question that was
posed: ‘That you testify that there is no god/deity except Allah and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah; to perform the prayer...” to the end of the narration. It is like that, or
thereabouts in other reports too. Similarly, is that which is the response given to the question

that comes by way of the narration reported by Abdallah ibn A’bbas in the hadith of Jibreel:

> See chapter 8 from Part 1: The Grades of Deen: Islam, I’'méan and Ihsan. The hadith is set out in full together
with a list of the notable collections it appears in.

12



Part 4: Definitions & Proofs, Kitab at-Tawheed

‘Islam is to turn your face towards Allah; to bear witness that there is no deity except Allah
alone, with no partner or associate and to bear witness that Muhammad is his slave and

Messenger.’

Indeed, Jibreel (may the blessings of Allah be upon him) came on more than one occasion
and with that, the blessing of the diversity of wordings that were given to the infallible seal
of the Prophets, may peace and blessings be given upon him and his family. And there has
been one occasion showing the diversity of wording from the ijtihad of the Sahaba. The first
words in the version that has been narrated by Abu Hurayrah are the most accurate, given
his memorisation and accuracy in reporting. And that is agreed and directed in the hadith by
the two Shaykh’s (Bukhari and Muslim). Concerning the narratives by Abdallah bin Umar it
doesn’t appear that he attended the incident in person. Similarly, it is most likely that Ibn
A’bbas didn’t either in all probability, but rather both of them had taken the narrative from

the senior Sahaba who were in attendance.

By necessity, this implies that the full meaning of the sentence phrasing: ‘That you submit
your entirety to Allah, and that he has no partner whatsoever,’ is identical in meaning to that
conveyed in the sentence: ‘Testifying that there is no god/deity except Allah and that

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’.

Contained within the earlier chapter that was entitled ‘The basis of Islam and its essential
pillars - it’'s most important shares and rituals,” in part one of this work, numerous narratives
were mentioned, one of which being the important hadith: Islam is built upon five. Being
reported from several pathways, it says: ‘To testify that there is no god/deity except Allah and
that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,” or with the meaning ‘’/man in Allah and his
Messenger.” Some reports abbreviating this to only: ‘Testifying that there is no god/deity

{

except Allah,’ and some perhaps by way of meaning, like ‘..the oneness of Allah...” or
‘...worship Allah and disbelieve in all others beside him...” Imam Muslim reports in his

collection of Sahih:
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Muhammad bin Abdallah bin Numayr al-Hamdani narrated to us Abu Khalid, that is to
say, Sulayman bin Hayyan al-Ahmar narrated to us from Sa’d bin Ubayda from lbn Umar
from the Prophet (peace be upon him), he said: Islam is built upon five: the oneness of

Allah, establishing the prayer, rendering the zakat, fasting in Ramadan and pilgrimage.

A man said: pilgrimage and the fasting in Ramadan? He said: No. fasting in Ramadan and

pilgrimage; (just) as it was heard from the Messenger of Allah peace be upon him.

Also in the book of Muslim there is the following narration:
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And Sahl bin Uthman al-Askari narrated to us Yahya bin Zakariya narrated to us Sa’d bin
Tariq narrated to us he said Sa’d bin Ubayda as-Salami narrated to me from lbn Umar
from the Prophet (peace be upon him). He said: Islam is built upon five: that you worship
Allah and disbelieve in all others beside him; establishing the prayer, rendering the zakat,

pilgrimage to the house and fasting in Ramadan.

Other narratives concerning this can also be rendered here as well. In the Sunan of Imam

Tirmidhi, he records as follows:
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Muhammad bin Ismaeel narrated to us Musa bin Ismaeel narrated to us A’bban bin
Yazeed narrated to us Yahya bin Abi Kathir narrated to us from Yazeed bin Sallam that
Abu Salama narrated to him that al-Harith al-Ashar narrated to him that the Prophet
peace be upon him said: Verily Allah commanded Yahya bin Zakariya with five words to
abide by, and to command the Children of Israel to abide by them. But he was slow in
doing so. So, Jesus said: ‘Indeed, Allah commanded you with five words to abide by and
to command the Children of Israel to abide by. Either you command them, or | shall
command them.’” Yahya said: 'l fear that if you precede me in this, then the earth may
swallow me, or | shall be punished.” He gathered the people in Jerusalem, and they filled
the area and sat upon its balconies. He said: 'Indeed Allah has commanded me with five
words to abide by, and to command you to abide by. The first of them is that you worship

Allah and do not partner anything with him. The parable of the one who partners others

with Allah is that of a man who buys a servant with his own gold or silver, then he says to
him: "This is my home and this is my business so take care of it and give me the profits.
So he takes care of it and gives the profits to someone other than his master. Which of
you would live to have a servant like that? And Allah commands you to perform prayer...

[To the end of the narration].

Abu Bakr Ibn Abi Shayba cites the following in his Mussanaf:
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Gl faalin 35585 2525 A1 ol e ol V5 o 4y B8 Y ) G e i 363

A e 8 laadlh aalin s 43353 5 sDallh sasae Gl 5 calin Al (ha aSayld a8 Gl

Ghundar narrated to us from Sha’ba from al-Hakam he said | heard Urwa bin an-Nazzal
narrate from Mu’adth bin Jabal he said: We came back with the Prophet (peace be upon

him) from the expedition (ghazwa) of Tabuk. When | saw him free | said: O Messenger

18



Part 4: Definitions & Proofs, Kitab at-Tawheed

of Allah, direct me to a deed which will admit me to paradise. Bravo, verily you have
asked me about a matter of great importance, but it is easy for one for whom Allah makes
it easy; to offer the obligatory prayer, to render the obligatory zakat and to meet Allah

without associating anything with him whatsoever. Shall | not guide you upon the head

of the matter, its column and its apex? As for the head of the matter, it is Islam, whoever
accepts and submits. And as for its column, it’s the Salat, as for its apex it is Jihad in the

path of Allah.

Imam at-Tabarani has the next narrative in his Musnad Shamiayn; its channel of transmission

contains the men of Sahih reporting from Abu Hurayrah:

Glame 0 A Ge 3 (n S Ge Dl (O o G Wias el A g 5 e 0 dena Laa
Or Gaohll JLeS |l (s gma @l () 1JE calus adle B Lea el Jsmy O 3008 ol Ce
Y5 clmay aleay s el gy GBS g5 cdlall ity i Ay oyl ¥ A damy G D
peisl 13 ol i o el s cagale il 13) ey Jal e iy« Sl e el 5 ecig jaally
(a5 tagie S sl agiial g A clile @ dlile 193 5 Al 0 5 A agale caay elde 1 ga 5 )

o_eds DLy (g 288 Al (e g ¢4S ) A (e age sed Lnd (gl Ll
Muhammad bin A’'mr bin Khalid al-Harani narrated to us my father narrated to us from
E’sa bin Yunus from Thawr bin Yazeed from Khalid bin Ma’dan from Abu Hurayrah that

the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: That you worship Allah and do not

partner anything with him; to establish the Salat, render the zakat, to make pilgrimage

to the house and to fast in Ramadan. To enjoin the good and forbid the evil, to give your
(greeting of) salam to the people of your house when you enter upon them and to give
your salam upon Bani Adam whence you encounter them. If the respondents don’t reply,
the angels will receive the salam and respond in kind despite their silence. And whosoever
leaves anything from these shares of Islam it would be incomplete, and whomsoever

would have their Islam would be ostracized by this.

Consequently, it is proven to the point of decisive certainty, that there is a diversity of wording

and expressions. But these sentences can be matched together as it has come from the
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Prophet of Allah, the infallible seal of the Prophets, may peace and blessings be upon him. By
undertaking this match, we can therefore discern the full meaning of the sentences, despite

the variance of reported wording. Namely:

) Sy 10aaa Gl A0 YA Y G g G

Testifying that there is no god/deity except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah

«dd g )3 SN 10aaA Gl AT By & Y 5aa g A W) D) Y G 2By b dlgd g alid B

That you submit your face to Allah, testifying that there is no god/deity but Allah, singular

and he has no partner and that Muhammad is his slave and Messenger.

«Lg&@éﬂ‘u‘&! s

To worship Allah and do not partner anything with him

<<433J LAg JASJJ Ai)\ d,u:i»

To worship Allah and disbelieve in all others beside him

<<Af\5\ bﬂ»

Oneness of Allah (Tawheed-Allah)

« ({3835 o) Al 4B ea g el Bl

That you achieve/attain, worshipping Allah and the recognition of Allah
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And wording in the narration reported from lbn A’bbas, and it is: ‘to submit your entirety
Allah; to bear witness that there is no deity except Allah alone, with no partner or associate
and to bear witness that Muhammad is his slave and Messenger.” Within it being the
repetition and emphasis ‘no deity except Allah alone, with no partner or associate.” In his
saying, ‘and testifying that there is no god/deity except Allah, alone and he has no partner,’
not contained within it what’s originally set out, ‘and testify that there is no god/deity except
Allah.” But rather to provide an emphasis and like that, the sentence: ‘to submit your entirety
to Allah,” it’s repeated for emphasis with that particular wording; the style of the last sentence
being: ‘to bear witness that there is no deity except Allah alone, with no partner or associate
and to bear witness that Muhammad is his slave and Messenger,” until the wording ‘slave’,
giving the assurance of what has been proven: there is no god/deity but Allah. For indeed
with certitude, there is no god except Allah, we are slaves to his dominion by necessity. And
with this, there can be another equivalency or equation that can be expressed with the

following:

«d) J gy 1aad% éij & {2(! 3\3\ ¥ ér\ w»
Testifying that there is no god/deity except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah

<<Af\5\ bﬂ»

Oneness of Allah (Tawheed-Allah)

«lindi 4 & paa Yy ¢l KT 31

That you worship Allah and do not associate/partner anything with him

«Ad 9d Lag JASJJ A KV P
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That you worship Allah and disbelieve in all else besides him

«alt) dﬁj | A

That you worship Allah and recognise/are cognisant of Allah

That essence can also It can also be summarised in the form of the following equation that

bares the equivalency:

A Qg 12ana ol g A YY) A Y Ol Balg

Testifying that there is no god/deity except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah

45 a9 A Bals

Worshipping Allah and recognising him

4590 Lay JAK! g &) Bals

Worshipping Allah and disbelieving in all else besides him

Ladi 4y ¢l pdia i Al Bale

Worshipping Allah and having nothing of idolatry with him

<<Af\5\ bﬂ»

Oneness of Allah (Tawheed-Allah)
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In the chapters to follow, there will be thorough examination of the decisive proofs that
underpin the validity of these weighty sentences that have been expressed as equations.
Thereafter, we may then properly begin to establish, to the level or rank of decisive certitude,
what is the root and branches of the matters of al-I’man (faith) and Kufr (disbelief). Maybe
then due attention can be given to this, so that we may give the matter its due consideration

in order to attain the level of decisive certitude required.

Whatever the case though, there is enough in the present texts to deduce that the word,
Tawheed is a legal word. And that its commensurate to the two testimonials, there being no
difference when you say: Monotheism of Allah or when you say: Testifying that there is no
god/deity except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; or when you say:
worshipping Allah, and disbelief in all else besides him, or when you say: Worshipping Allah
and recognising him; or even when you say: worshipping Allah and having nothing of idolatry

with him.

n



