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6. The Meaning of – ‘there is no god/deity except Allah’

The meaning of ‘there is no deity except Allah’ is that there is nothing whatsoever that has
the attributes of divinity (al-Uluhiyah). It relates to him having the ability by his divine self for
action; acting independently in an absolute way, without need or recourse to others. In
particular, this can be said of acts such as the initiation of creation from nothing, with its
resultant follow-on of fashioning, imaging, configuring, managing, not least to say compelling
this into existence through divine will. He alone has the prerogative of command, in origin to
command and prohibit. Such action is by way of complete freedom, without any condition.
There is nothing by necessity or by the necessity of reason compelling him to act, for in truth
he is the only deity in truth. He is the self-subsistent, or stated alternatively, the necessarily
existent; acting by his express will and self, rich without any dependence. His knowledge is
complete, all-encompassing; whatever he desires to be, that is what will be. Whatever he
doesn’t wish to be, will not therefore come to pass, for there is nothing that is characterized
by such qualities except Allah. Even if anyone attributes any of these qualities to other than
Allah, it will be a manifest lie, slander, false imagination, or an illusion that has nothing to do
with the actual reality.
Allah the exalted and majestic states:

ﯾر
ِ َ ھ َُو ْاﻟ َﺣ ﱡق َوأ َ ﱠن َﻣﺎ ﯾَ ْدﻋُونَ ِﻣن د ُو ِﻧ ِﮫ ھ َُو ْاﻟﺑ$ا
ُ ﻲ ْاﻟ َﻛ ِﺑ
 ھ َُو ْاﻟﻌَ ِﻠ ﱡ$ا
َ ذَ ِﻟ َك ِﺑﺄ َ ﱠن ﱠ
َ ﺎط ُل َوأ َ ﱠن ﱠ
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That is because Allah is the truth and that what they call upon besides him, that is falsehood;
because Allah is the high, the great.1

ﯾر
ِ َ ھ َُو ْاﻟ َﺣ ﱡق َوأ َ ﱠن َﻣﺎ ﯾَ ْدﻋُونَ ِﻣن د ُو ِﻧ ِﮫ ْاﻟﺑ$ا
ُ ﻲ ْاﻟ َﻛ ِﺑ
 ھ َُو ْاﻟﻌَ ِﻠ ﱡ$ا
َ ﺎط ُل َوأ َ ﱠن ﱠ
َ ذَ ِﻟ َك ِﺑﺄ َ ﱠن ﱠ
This is because Allah is the truth, and that which they call upon besides him is the falsehood, and
that Allah is the high, the great. 2

ُ ﯾَ ْﻌﻠَ ُم ُﻣﺗَﻘَﻠﱠﺑَﻛُ ْم َو َﻣﺛْ َواﻛُ ْم$ا
ت َو ﱠ
ﻓَﺎ ْﻋﻠَ ْم أَﻧﱠﮫ ُ َﻻ ِإﻟَﮫَ ِإ ﱠﻻ ﱠ
ِ ُ َوا ْﺳﺗ َ ْﻐ ِﻔ ْر ِﻟذَﻧ ِﺑ َك َو ِﻟ ْﻠ ُﻣؤْ ِﻣ ِﻧﯾنَ َو ْاﻟ ُﻣؤْ ِﻣﻧَﺎ$ا
So know that there is no god but Allah and ask protection for your fault and for the believing men
and women. Allah knows the place of your abiding.3

Moreover, the meaning behind ‘there is no deity/god except Allah’ is illustrated by his words
where he states:

َُ َربﱡ ْاﻟﻌَﺎﻟَ ِﻣﯾن$ا
ّ ﺎر َك
َ َأَﻻَ ﻟَﮫ ُ ْاﻟﺧ َْﻠ ُق َواﻷ َ ْﻣ ُر ﺗَﺑ
…surely his is the creation and the command; blessed is Allah, lord of all creation.4

There is also the statement which Allah informs us that in relation to the Prophet Yusuf (peace
be upon him), conveying the meaning behind ‘there is no deity/god except Allah’ in the
following verse:

1

Qur’ān 22: 62
Qur’ān 31: 30
3
Qur’ān 47: 19
4
Qur’ān 7: 54
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ْ أ َ َﻣ َر أَﻻﱠ ﺗ َ ْﻌﺑُد ُوا$
َ ُ ِﺑ َﮭﺎ ِﻣن ﺳُ ْﻠ$ا
ّ ﺳ ﱠﻣ ْﯾﺗ ُ ُﻣوھَﺎ أَﻧﺗ ُ ْم َوآﺑَﺂ ُؤﻛُم ﱠﻣﺎ أَﻧزَ َل
ِ ّ ِ ﺎن ِإ ِن ْاﻟ ُﺣ ْﻛ ُم ِإﻻﱠ
َ َﻣﺎ ﺗ َ ْﻌﺑُد ُونَ ِﻣن د ُو ِﻧ ِﮫ ِإﻻﱠ أ َ ْﺳ َﻣﺎء
ٍ ط
َﺎس ﻻَ ﯾَ ْﻌﻠَ ُﻣون
ِ ِإﻻﱠ ِإﯾﱠﺎه ُ ذَ ِﻟ َك اﻟ ِد ّﯾ ُن ْاﻟﻘَ ِﯾّ ُم َوﻟَـ ِﻛ ﱠن أ َ ْﻛﺛ َ َر اﻟﻧﱠ
You do not worship besides him but names which you have named, you and your fathers; Allah has
not sent down any authority for them; the ḥukm belongs to none but Allah. He has commanded
that you shall not serve any but him; this is the right Deen but most people don’t know.5

Pillars underpinning the testimony of faith (Shahāda)
Firstly, to completely reject the notion that any particle, substance, be that referred to as
nature or the universe, holds any of the characteristics of divinity, except Allah the exalted.
Specifically relating to the acts of creation, configuring, fashioning; apportioning the correct
measure and benefit and harm and the like. Coupled together with the complete free will
and ability of choice in determining these matters, as well as the knowledge of its
proportionality. The proof of all these attributes, in totality, to the utmost beauty and
perfection belongs to Allah the exalted. At the apex of this together with ḥākimiyah: the
ultimate, final supreme sovereignty. In other words, only he – the exalted and magnificent,
has prerogative of command, the ultimate choice in determining what is to be commanded
or prohibited. He alone retains this by his very self or essence, with no partner.
Secondly, is the absolute, complete rejection and denial that anything from divinity can
be given to other than Allah. That rejection is for all perceived gods/deities (illah) besides
Allah, or for that matter, every lord (rabb) beside Allah. There must be complete disbelief in
all that, because that disbelief here also encompasses disavowal and rejection. Allah the
exalted and majestic has expressly stated:

ﻲ ِ ﻓَ َﻣ ْن ﯾَ ْﻛﻔ ُ ْر ِﺑ ﱠ
َﻰ ﻻ
ِ ﺎﻟطﺎﻏُو
ِ ّ ت َوﯾُؤْ ِﻣن ِﺑ
ﯾن ﻗَد ﺗﱠﺑَﯾﱠنَ ﱡ
َ  ﻓَﻘَ ِد ا ْﺳﺗ َْﻣ$ﺎ
ّ َاﻟر ْﺷد ُ ِﻣنَ ْاﻟﻐ
ِ ّ ﻻَ ِإ ْﻛ َراهَ ِﻓﻲ اﻟ ِد
َ َﺳ َك ِﺑ ْﺎﻟﻌ ُ ْر َو ِة ْاﻟ ُوﺛْﻘ
ﺳ ِﻣﯾ ٌﻊ َﻋ ِﻠﯾ ٌم
ّ ﺎم ﻟَ َﮭﺎ َو
َ ُ$ا
َ اﻧ ِﻔ
َ ﺻ
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There is no compulsion in Deen; truth stands clear from error. Therefore whoever disbelieves in
Ṭāghut and believes in Allah has grasped the firmest handle that doesn’t break and Allah is
hearing, knowing.6

And he has said of Ibrāhim (peace be upon him) while praising him specifically that:

َ َ ِإ ﱠﻻ اﻟﱠ ِذي ﻓ، ََو ِإ ْذ ﻗَﺎ َل ِإﺑ َْرا ِھﯾ ُم ِﻷ َ ِﺑﯾ ِﮫ َوﻗَ ْو ِﻣ ِﮫ ِإﻧﱠ ِﻧﻲ ﺑَ َراء ِ ّﻣ ﱠﻣﺎ ﺗ َ ْﻌﺑُد ُون
ﯾن
َ ُ ط َر ِﻧﻲ ﻓَﺈِﻧﱠﮫ
ِ ﺳﯾَ ْﮭ ِد
And when Ibrāhim said to his father and his people, surely I am clear of what you worship. Save
him who created me for surely he will guide me.7

There is also what has been authentically reported from the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings be upon him), where he said:

ّ وﺣﺳﺎﺑﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ ﷲ
ﻋز وﺟ ّل
ِ ،ُ  َﺣ ُر َم ﻣﺎﻟﮫ َود ُﻣﮫ، وﻛﻔر ﺑﻣﺎ ﯾ ُﻌﺑد ﻣن دون ﷲ،ﻣن ﻗﺎل ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻّ ﷲ
Whoever testifies that there is no deity except Allah, and he disbelieves in everything which
the people worship besides Allah, his property and blood become inviolable, and it is for
Allah the exalted and majestic to call him to account.

Consequently, the testimony of faith, ash-Shahāda, has two aspects: an affirmation that all
qualities and characteristics which pertain to divinity belong solely to Allah, the almighty. The
negation is to categorically deny that any of these divine qualities and characteristics reside
anywhere else. There is no being in existence other than Allah to whom these apply.
Furthermore, it is to disbelieve in every ṭawāgheet – in every false deity, evil, and exorbitant
tyranny. Without this specific affirmation and rejection, there is no Islam and no salvation in
the hereafter.
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