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8. The Grades of Deen

The specific arrangement or ordering for the grades of Deen comes from
the famous authentic ḥadith of Jibreel in which the Prophet (peace be upon
him) was reported to have said: ‘That was Jibreel (Gabriel) he came to
teach you the affairs pertaining to your Deen.’ As for its transmission, this
is available in all the major collections, the narrative being transmitted
upon the authority of Abu Hurayrah and Umar bin al-Khaṭṭāb (may Allah
be pleased with them) appear in Ṣaḥīḥ Bukhāri and Muslim, whereas that
reported by Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him) appears with an
authentic isnād in the Musnad of Imām Aḥmad.
To proceed, as has been reported in Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim upon the authority
of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him):

ﺣﺪﺛﻨﻲ زھﯿﺮ ﺑﻦ ﺣﺮب ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﺟﺮﯾﺮ ﻋﻦ ﻋﻤﺎرة وھﻮ اﺑﻦ اﻟﻘﻌﻘﺎع ﻋﻦ أﺑﻲ زرﻋﺔ
ﻋﻦ أﺑﻲ ھﺮﯾﺮة ﻗﺎل ﻗﺎل رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﺻﻠﯽ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ ﺳﻠﻮﻧﻲ ﻓﮭﺎﺑﻮه أن ﯾﺴﺄﻟﻮه
Pاﻻﺳﻼم ﻗﺎل ﻻ ﺗﺸﺮڪ ﺑﺎ
ٕ ﻓﺠﺎء رﺟﻞ ﻓﺠﻠﺲ ﻋﻨﺪ رڪﺒﺘﯿﮫ ﻓﻘﺎل ﯾﺎ رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﻣﺎ
ﺷ ٔﯿﺎ وﺗﻘﯿﻢ اﻟﺼﻼة وﺗﺆﺗﻲ اﻟﺰڪﺎة وﺗﺼﻮم رﻣﻀﺎن ﻗﺎل ﺻﺪﻗﺖ ﻗﺎل ﯾﺎ رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﻣﺎ
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 وﻣﻼﺋڪﺘﮫ وڪﺘﺎﺑﮫ وﻟﻘﺎﺋﮫ ورﺳﻠﮫ وﺗﺆﻣﻦ ﺑﺎﻟﺒﻌﺚ وﺗﺆﻣﻦPاﻻﯾﻤﺎن ﻗﺎل أن ﺗﺆﻣﻦ ﺑﺎ
ٕ
اﻻﺣﺴﺎن ﻗﺎل أن ﺗﺨﺸﯽ ﷲ ڪﺄﻧڪ
ٕ ﺑﺎﻟﻘﺪر ڪﻠﮫ ﻗﺎل ﺻﺪﻗﺖ ﻗﺎل ﯾﺎ رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﻣﺎ
ﺗﺮاه ﻓﺈﻧڪ إن ﻻ ﺗڪﻦ ﺗﺮاه ﻓﺈﻧﮫ ﯾﺮاڪ ﻗﺎل ﺻﺪﻗﺖ ﻗﺎل ﯾﺎ رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﻣﺘﯽ ﺗﻘﻮم
اﻟﺴﺎﻋﺔ ﻗﺎل ﻣﺎ اﻟﻤ ٔﺴﻮل ﻋﻨﮭﺎ ﺑﺄﻋﻠﻢ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺴﺎﺋﻞ وﺳﺄﺣﺪﺛڪ ﻋﻦ أﺷﺮاطﮭﺎ إذا رأﯾﺖ
اﻟﻤﺮأة ﺗﻠﺪ رﺑﮭﺎ ﻓﺬاڪ ﻣﻦ أﺷﺮاطﮭﺎ وإذا رأﯾﺖ اﻟﺤﻔﺎة اﻟﻌﺮاة اﻟﺼﻢ اﻟﺒڪﻢ ﻣﻠﻮڪ
اﻻٔرض ﻓﺬاڪ ﻣﻦ أﺷﺮاطﮭﺎ وإذا رأﯾﺖ رﻋﺎء اﻟﺒﮭﻢ ﯾﺘﻄﺎوﻟﻮن ﻓﻲ اﻟﺒﻨﯿﺎن ﻓﺬاڪ
ﻣﻦ أﺷﺮاطﮭﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺧﻤﺲ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻐﯿﺐ ﻻ ﯾﻌﻠﻤﮭﻦ إﻻ ﷲ ﺛﻢ ﻗﺮأ إن ﷲ ﻋﻨﺪه ﻋﻠﻢ اﻟﺴﺎﻋﺔ
وﯾﻨﺰل اﻟﻐﯿﺚ وﯾﻌﻠﻢ ﻣﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻻٔرﺣﺎم وﻣﺎ ﺗﺪري ﻧﻔﺲ ﻣﺎذا ﺗڪﺴﺐ ﻏﺪا وﻣﺎ ﺗﺪري
ﻧﻔﺲ ﺑﺄي أرض ﺗﻤﻮت إن ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﻢ ﺧﺒﯿﺮ ﻗﺎل ﺛﻢ ﻗﺎم اﻟﺮﺟﻞ ﻓﻘﺎل رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﺻﻠﯽ
ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ ردوه ﻋﻠﻲ ﻓﺎﻟﺘﻤﺲ ﻓﻠﻢ ﯾﺠﺪوه ﻓﻘﺎل رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﺻﻠﯽ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ
ھﺬا ﺟﺒﺮﯾﻞ أراد أن ﺗﻌﻠﻤﻮا إذ ﻟﻢ ﺗﺴﺄﻟﻮا
Zuhayr ibn Ḥarb narrated to me Jarir narrated to us from Umāra –
and he is Ibn al-Qa’qā’ah – from Zura’ from Abu Hurayrah he said
that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: Ask me, but
they (the Companions) were too much overawed out of profound
respect to ask. In the meanwhile a man came and sat near his knees
and said: Messenger of Allah, what is Islam? To which he (the
Prophet) replied: To not associate anything with Allah, and establish
the prayer, to pay the Zakāt and to fast in Ramaḍān. (The
questioner) said: You have spoken the truth. He (again) asked:
Messenger of Allah, what is al-‘Imān? He (the Prophet) said: That
you believe in Allah, his angels, his Books, his meeting, his
messengers, and that you believe in resurrection and that you believe
in al-Qadr in its entirety. (The questioner) said: You have spoken
the truth. He (again) asked: Messenger of Allah, what is al-Iḥsān?
Upon this he (the Prophet) said: that you fear Allah as if you are
seeing him, although you do not, but verily he sees you.
(The questioner) said: You have spoken the truth. He (further)
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asked: Messenger of Allah, when is the hour? (The Prophet) said:
The one who is being asked about it is no better informed than the
inquirer himself. However I will narrate to you some of its signs:
when you see a slave (woman) giving birth to her master, that is one
of the signs of; when you see barefooted, naked, deaf and dumb kings
of the earth that is one of its portents. And when you see the
shepherds of black camels exult in buildings, that is one of its
portents. The (hour) is one of the five things (wrapped) in the
unseen; no one knows them except Allah. Then (the Prophet) recited:
Verily Allah is he with whom alone is the knowledge of the hour and
he it is who sends down the rain and knows that which is in the
wombs and no person knows whatsoever he shall earn on morrow
and a person knows not in whatsoever land he shall die. Verily Allah
is all knowing, aware.1 (Abu Hurayrah) said: Then the person stood
up and went on his way. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
Bring him back to me. He was searched for, but they (the
Companions) could not find him. The Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him) thereupon said: He was Jibreel (Gabriel) and he wanted
to teach you (things pertaining to religion) when you did not ask
(them yourselves).

Imām Muslim reports the same tradition in other parts of his Ṣaḥīḥ.2 As
one would expect, the narration is widely reported, appearing in many
notable collections of ḥadith.3 Imām Muslim reports the next tradition in

1

Qur’ān 31: 34
Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim Vol. 1 sec. 39, no. 9 & Vol. 1 sec. 40, no. 9
3
A sizeable number of references are detailed, amongst them: Ṣaḥīḥ Bukhāri Vol. 1 sec.
28, no. 50 and Vol. 4 sec. 1793, no. 4499, Ṣaḥīḥ Ibn Ḥibbān Vol. 1 sec. 376 no. 159, Ṣaḥīḥ
Ibn Khuzayma Vol. 4 sec. 6, no. 2244, Sunan Ibn Mājah Vol. 1 sec. 25, no. 64 and Vol.
2
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his Ṣaḥīḥ upon the authority of Abdullah ibn Umar:4

Abu Khaythama Zuhayr ibn Ḥarb narrated to me Waki’ narrated to
us from Kahmas from Abdullah bin Burayda from Yaḥya bin
Ya’mar (ḥawala) and Ubaidallah bin Mu’ādth al-Anbari narrated to
us and this is his narrative; my father narrated to me Kahmas
narrated to us from Ibn Buraydah from Yaḥya bin Ya’mar he said:
the first man who discussed Qadr in Baṣra was Ma’bad al-Juhani. I
along with Humayd bin Abdar-Raḥman al Ḥimyari set out for
pilgrimage or for Umrah and said: Should it so happen that we come
into contact with one of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) we shall ask him about what is talked
about taqdir. Accidentally we came across Abdullah ibn Umar ibn
al-Khaṭṭāb, while he was entering the masjid. My companion and I
surrounded him. One of us (stood) on his right and the other stood
on his left. I expected that my companion would authorize me to
speak. I therefore said: Abu Abdar-Raḥman!
There have appeared some people in our land who recite the
Qur'ān and pursue knowledge. And then after talking about their
affairs, added: They (such people) claim that there is no such thing
as Qadr. He (Ibn Umar) said: When you happen to meet such people
tell them that I have nothing to do with them and they have nothing
to do with me. And verily they are in no way responsible for my
(belief). Abdullah ibn Umar swore by Him (the Lord) (and said): If

2 sec. 1343, no. 4044, Musnad Aḥmad Vol. 1 sec. 28, no. 191 and Vol. 2 sec. 426, no. 9497,
Muṣṣanaf Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba Vol. 6 sec. 157, no. 30,309 and Vol. 7 sec. 502, no. 37,557.
4

Given the length of the narrative the Arabic text has been omitted. The original text can
be found in Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim Vol. 1 sec. 36, no. 8
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any one of them had with him gold equal to the bulk of (the
mountain) Uhud and spent it (in the way of Allah), Allah would not
accept it unless he affirmed his faith in Qadr. He further said: My
father (Umar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb) narrated to me: One day we were
sitting in the company of Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him)
when there appeared before us a man dressed in pure white clothes,
his hair extraordinarily black. There were no signs of travel on him.
None amongst us recognized him.
At last he sat with the Prophet (peace be upon him); he knelt
before him placed his palms on his thighs and said: Muḥammad,
inform me about al-Islam. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) said: Al-Islam is that you testify that there is no deity but Allah
and that Muḥammad is the Messenger of Allah, and you establish
prayer, pay Zakāt, observe the fast of Ramaḍān, and perform
pilgrimage to the house if you are solvent enough (to bear the
expense of) the journey. He (the inquirer) said: You have spoken the
truth. He (Umar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb) said: It amazed us that he would put
the question and then he would himself verify the truth. He (the
inquirer) said: Inform me about ‘Imān (faith). He (the Prophet)
replied: That you believe in Allah, in his angels, in his Books, in his
Messengers, in the day of judgment, and you believe in al-Qadr,
(both) its good and bad. He (the inquirer) said: You have spoken
the truth. He (the inquirer) again said: Inform me about al-Iḥsān. He
(the Prophet) said: That you worship Allah as if you are seeing Him,
for though you don't see him, verily he sees you. He (the enquirer)
again said: Inform me about the hour. He (the Prophet) remarked:
One who is asked knows no more than the one who is inquiring
(about it). He (the inquirer) said: Tell me some of its indications. He
(the Prophet) said: That the slave-girl will give birth to her mistress
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and master; that you will find barefooted, destitute goat-herders
vying with one another in the construction of magnificent buildings.
He (the narrator, Umar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb) said: Then he (the
inquirer) went on his way but I stayed with him (the Prophet) for a
long while. He then, said to me: Umar, do you know who this
inquirer was? I replied: Allah and his Messenger know best. He (the
Prophet) remarked: He was Jibreel and he came to you in order to
instruct you in matters of Deen.

Similarly, this narration is widely reported, appearing in many notable
collections of ḥadith.5 But the following narration which appears in the
Musnad of Imām Aḥmad contains the following additional wording:6

Abu Nu’aym narrated to us Sufyān narrated to us from ‘Alqama bin
Marthad from Sulaymān bin Burayda from Ibn Ya'mar, he said: I
said to Ibn Umar: we travel to different countries and we meet
people who say there is no Qadr. Ibn Umar said: if you meet them
report to them that Abdullah bin Umar has nothing to do with them
and they have nothing to do with him - three times. Then he began
to narrate: whilst we were with the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him), there came a man - and he described his appearance. The

5

The cited references are listed as: Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim Vol. 1 sec. 39, no. 8, Sunan Nasā’i Vol.
8 sec. 101, no. 4990, Sunan al-Kubra Nasā’i Vol. 6 sec. 528, no. 11,721, Ṣaḥīḥ Ibn
Khuzayma Vol. 4 sec. 128, no. 2504, Sunan Ibn Mājah Vol. 1 sec. 25, no. 63, Musnad
Aḥmad Vol. 1 sec. 52, no. 367191, Sunan al-Kubra Bayhaqy Vol. 4 sec. 325, no. 8393
and Muṣṣanaf Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba Vol. 7 sec. 502, no. 37,558.
6
Again, given the length of the narrative the Arabic text has been omitted. The original
text can be found in Musnad Aḥmad Vol. 1 sec. 53, no. 374.
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Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: come closer; so he
came closer. He (again) said: come closer, so he came closer. (Then
again) he said: come closer, so he came closer until his knees were
nearly touching (the Prophet's knees). Then he said - O Messenger
of Allah report to me what ‘Imān is - or about ‘Imān.
He (the Prophet) said: To believe in Allah, his angels, his books,
his Messengers, the last day and to believe in al qadr. Sufyān said:
I think he said: (both) its good and its bad. He said: So what is
Islam?

He (the Prophet) said: To establish prayer, pay zakāt,

perform pilgrimage to the house, to fast Ramaḍān and to perform
ghusl in the case of janābah (major ritual impurity) – all of that. For
all of that he (the stranger) said: You have spoken the truth, you have
spoken the truth. The people said - we never saw any man show
more respect to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) than
this man did. It was as if he was teaching the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him). Then he said: O Messenger of Allah report to
me about al-Iḥsān. He (the Prophet) said: It is to worship Allah as
if you see him - for even if you do not see him, verily he sees you.
For all of that we said - we never saw any man show more respect
to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) than this man did;
he said you are right, you are right. He said: report to me about the
hour. He (the Prophet) said: The one who is asked about it does not
know more about it than the one who is asking. He said: you have
spoken the truth, which he said several times and we never saw any
man show more respect to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) than this man did. Then he left. Sufyān said: I heard that the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: look for him, but they
did not find him. He said: That was Jibreel who came to you to
teach you your Deen. He never came to me in any form but I
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recognised him, except for this form.

A similar narration in terms of wording to that of Imām Aḥmad appears in
the Muṣṣanaf of Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba, albeit via a different channel.

ﺎر ﻋ َِﻦ اﺑ ِْﻦ ﺑُ َﺮ ْﯾ َﺪةَ ﻗَﺎ َل:
َﺣ ﱠﺪﺛَﻨَﺎ اﺑْﻦُ ﻓُ َ
ﺎر ِ
ﻀﯿ ٍْﻞ ﻋ َْﻦ َﻋﻄَﺎ ِء ﺑ ِْﻦ اﻟﺴﱠﺎﺋِ ِ
ب ﺑ ِْﻦ ِدﺛَ ٍ
ﺐ ﻋ َْﻦ ُﻣ َﺤ ِ
ض
َو َر ْدﻧَﺎ ْاﻟ َﻤ ِﺪﯾﻨَ ِﺔ ،ﻓَﺄَﺗَ ْﯿﻨَﺎ َﻋ ْﺒ َﺪ ﷲِ ْﺑﻦَ ُﻋ َﻤ َﺮ ،ﻓَﻘُ ْﻠﻨَﺎ :ﯾَﺎ أَﺑَﺎ َﻋ ْﺒ ِﺪ اﻟﺮﱠﺣْ َﻤ ِﻦ ،إﻧﱠﺎ ﻧُ ْﻤ ِﻌﻦُ ﻓِﻲ اﻷَرْ ِ
ﺼﻠﱢﻲ إِﻟَﻰ ْاﻟﻘِ ْﺒﻠَ ِﺔ ،ﻗُ ْﻠﻨَﺎ ﻧَ َﻌ ْﻢ
ﻓَﻨ َْﻠﻘَﻰ ﻗَﻮْ ًﻣﺎ ﯾَ ْﺰ ُﻋ ُﻤﻮنَ أَ ْن ﻻَ ﻗَ َﺪ َر ،ﻓَﻘَﺎ َلِ :ﻣﻦَ ْاﻟ ُﻤ ْﺴﻠِ ِﻤﯿﻦَ ِﻣ ﱠﻤ ْﻦ ﯾُ َ
ﺐ ﺣﺘﱠﻰ َو ِد ْدت أَﻧﱢﻲ ﻟَ ْﻢ أَ ُﻛ ْﻦ َﺳﺄ َ ْﻟﺘُﮫُ ،ﺛُ ﱠﻢ ﻗَﺎ َل :إ َذا ﻟَﻘِﯿﺖ
َﻀ َ
ِﻣ ﱠﻤ ْﻦ ﯾُ َ
ﺼﻠﱢﻲ إِﻟَﻰ ْاﻟﻘِ ْﺒﻠَ ِﺔ ،ﻗَﺎ َل :ﻓَﻐ ِ
ﻚ ﻓَﺄ َ ْﺧﺒِﺮْ ھُ ْﻢ ،أَ ﱠن َﻋ ْﺒ َﺪ ﷲِ ْﺑﻦَ ُﻋ َﻤ َﺮ ِﻣ ْﻨﮭُ ْﻢ ﺑَ ِﺮي ٌء َوأَﻧﱠﮭُ ْﻢ ِﻣ ْﻨﮫُ ﺑُ َﺮآ ُء ،ﺛُ ﱠﻢ ﻗَﺎ َل :إِ ْن ِﺷ ْﺌﺖَ
أُوﻟَﺌِ َ
ُﻮل ﷲِ،
ُﻮل ﷲِ ،ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ ،ﻓﻘﻠﺖ :أَ َﺟﻞْ ﻓَﻘَﺎ َلُ :ﻛﻨﱠﺎ ِﻋ ْﻨ َﺪ َرﺳ ِ
َﺣ ﱠﺪ ْﺛﺘُﻚ ،ﻋ َْﻦ َرﺳ ِ
ﯾﺢ َﺣ َﺴﻦُ ْاﻟ َﻮﺟْ ِﮫ ،ﻓَﻘَﺎ َل :ﯾَﺎ
ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ ،ﻓَﺄَﺗَﺎهُ َر ُﺟ ٌﻞ َﺟﯿﱢ ُﺪ اﻟﺜﱢﯿَﺎ ِ
ب طَﯿﱢﺐُ اﻟﺮﱢ ِ
َرﺳُﻮ َل ﷲَِ ،ﻣﺎ اﻹﺳْﻼ ُم ،ﻗَﺎ َل َرﺳُﻮ ُل ﷲِ ،ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ :ﺗُﻘِﯿ ُﻢ اﻟﺼﱠﻼةَ َوﺗُ ْﺆﺗِﻲ
ﺻ َﺪ ْﻗﺖ ،ﻓَ َﻤﺎ
ﻀﺎنَ َوﺗَﺤُﺞﱡ ْاﻟﺒَﯿْﺖَ ؛ َوﺗَ ْﻐﺘ َِﺴ ُﻞ ِﻣﻦَ ْاﻟ َﺠﻨَﺎﺑَ ِﺔ ،ﻗَﺎ َلَ :
اﻟ ﱠﺰ َﻛﺎةَ َوﺗَﺼُﻮ ُم َر َﻣ َ
اﻵﺧ ِﺮ َو ْاﻟ َﻤﻼﺋِ َﻜ ِﺔ
اﻹﯾ َﻤﺎنُ  ،ﻗَﺎ َل َرﺳُﻮ ُل ﷲِ ،ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ :ﺗُ ْﺆ ِﻣﻦُ ﺑِﺎَ ِPو ْاﻟﯿَﻮْ ِم ِ
ِ
ﺼ َﺮفَ ،
ﺻ َﺪ ْﻗﺖ ،ﺛُ ﱠﻢ ا ْﻧ َ
َر ُﻛﻠﱢ ِﮫ َﺧﯿ ِْﺮ ِه َو َﺷﺮﱢ ِه َوﺣ ُْﻠ ِﻮ ِه َو ُﻣﺮﱢ ِه ،ﻗَﺎ َلَ :
َو ْاﻟ ِﻜﺘَﺎ ِ
ب َواﻟﻨﱠﺒِﯿﱡﯿﻦَ َوﺑِ ْﺎﻟﻘَﺪ ِ
ﻲ ﺑِﺎﻟ ﱠﺮ ُﺟ ِﻞ ،ﻗَﺎ َل :ﻓَﻘُ ْﻤﻨَﺎ ﺑِﺄَﺟْ َﻤ ِﻌﻨَﺎ ﻓَﻠَ ْﻢ ﻧَ ْﻘ ِﺪرْ
ﻓَﻘَﺎ َل َرﺳُﻮ ُل ﷲِ ،ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢَ :ﻋﻠَ ﱠ
َﻋﻠَ ْﯿ ِﮫ ،ﻓَﻘَﺎ َل اﻟﻨﱠﺒِ ﱡﻲ ،ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ :ھَ َﺬا ِﺟﺒ ِْﺮﯾ ُﻞ أَﺗَﺎ ُﻛ ْﻢ ﯾُ َﻌﻠﱢ ُﻤ ُﻜ ْﻢ أَ ْﻣ ُﺮ ِدﯾﻨَ ُﻜ ْﻢ
Ibn Fuḍeel narrated to us from ‘Aṭā bin as-Sā’ib from Muḥārib bin
Dithār from Ibn Burayda he said we alighted back at Medina and
came upon Abdullah ibn Umar, so we said to him - O Abu AbdarRaḥman, indeed we meet people in the land and peoples who claim
that there is no Qadr. He (Ibn Umar) said: from amongst the
Muslims who pray towards the Qibla. We said: Yes, from those
who pray towards the Qibla. He (the narrator) said: he was angered
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by this until (the point) I wish that I didn’t ask him this. Thereafter
he said: If you come across such people inform them that Abdullah
ibn Umar has nothing to do with them and they have nothing to do
with him. Then he said: If you would like, I (will) narrate to you
from the Prophet (peace be upon him), so he said: We were with the
Messenger of Allah when a man came very well dressed with a
handsome face. He said - O Messenger of Allah, what is al-Islam?
He (the Prophet) said: to establish the Ṣalāh, to pay the Zakāt, to fast
in Ramaḍān, to undertake pilgrimage to the house, and to perform
ghusl from Janābah. He (the questioner) said: You have spoken the
truth. So what of al-‘Imān? The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
to believe in Allah and the final day; (to believe in) his angels, the
book and the Prophets and al-Qadr, all of its good and bad, (and in)
its sweetness and its bitterness. He (the questioner) said: You have
spoken the truth. He then departed. Upon which the Prophet (peace
be upon him) said: Recall this man (to me). We looked but could
not see him. Thus the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: this (is)
Jibreel, he came to you to teach you all the affairs of your Deen.

Concerning this narrative there is no fear in relation to the ‘mixing up’
(ikhtilāṭ) resulting from ‘Aṭā ibn as-Sā’ib, since Muḥammad bin Fuḍeel
heard from him both before and after his ikhtilāṭ. Additionally there is no
fear here either particularly given that it has also come via the channel of
Shareek bin Abdullah al-Qāḍi and he is old in hearing from ‘Aṭā. Imām
an-Nasā’i also cites similarly in his Sunan al-Kubra, albeit again with
some additional wording:
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Abu Dāwud reports, he said: Yazeed bin Hārun narrated to us he
said Shareek reports from ar-Rakeen bin ar-Rabih’ from Yaḥya bin
Ya’mar and from ‘Aṭā bin as-Sā’ib (from Muḥārib bin Dithār) from
Ibn Burayda he said: we performed Ḥajj and Umrah and then came
to Medina and came upon Ibn Umar. So we asked him and said to
him O Abu Abdar-Raḥman, indeed (during our) expeditions in this
land we encounter people who say to our faces (there is) no Qadr.
Then (Ibn Umar) said: if you meet with such people then note that
Abdullah bin Umar has nothing to do with them or them with him.
Thereafter he said: We were in the midst of the Messenger of Allah
when a man came with a handsome face, well kept and a good
fragrance. We wondered at such a man approaching upon the
Messenger of Allah. Then he approached closer and said: Shall I
come closer O Messenger of Allah? (The Prophet) said: Yes. (Ibn
Umar) said: so we came closer (as well). Then he came closer. We
were amazed by the veneration that he gave to the Prophet (peace be
upon him). Then he said Shall I come closer O Messenger of Allah?
(Ibn Umar) said: so we came closer (as well, as did he) until he put
his thigh next to that of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
and his leg was beside his.
He then said, O Messenger of Allah what is al-‘Imān? He (the
Prophet) said: That you believe in Allah, his angels, books,
Messengers and the final day; the resurrection after death and its
accounting, and al-Qadr, (be it) its good, its bad and its sweetness
and bitterness. He (the questioner) said: You have spoken the truth;
we wondered at his speech to the Prophet (peace be upon him), (as
he said) you have spoken the truth. Then he said: O Messenger of
Allah what is Islam? He (the Prophet) said: You testify that there is
no deity except Allah and that I and the Messenger of Allah; to
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establish the Ṣalāh, to pay the Zakāt, to fast in Ramaḍān and
pilgrimage to the house; and to make ghusl from janābah. He (the
questioner) said: You have spoken the truth. We (were) amazed by
his attestation of the truth before the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him). Then he said: O Messenger of Allah what is al-Iḥsān?
(The Prophet) said: To fear Allah like you see him, though you don’t
see him, he sees you. He (the questioner) said: You have spoken the
truth. We (were) amazed by his attestation of the truth before the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). Thereafter he slipped
away so the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said bring this
man to me.

So we called for him but couldn’t find him. The

Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: This (was) Jibreel, he
came to teach you all the affairs of your Deen. And what never came
to me except that I recognise him, but this image of him.

In as-Sunan al-Kubra Imām al-Bayhaqy reports the following narration
with more complete wording:

أﺧﺒﺮﻧﺎ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺑﻦ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ ﷲ ﺑﻦ ﺑﺸﺮان اﻟﻌﺪل ﺑﺒﻐﺪاد أﻧﺒﺄ أﺑﻮ ﺟﻌﻔﺮ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ
ﻋﻤﺮو ﺑﻦ اﻟﺒﺨﺘﺮي اﻟﺮزاز ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﯿﺪ ﷲ ﺑﻦ ﯾﺰﯾﺪ ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﯾﻮﻧﺲ ﺑﻦ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ
ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻣﻌﺘﻤﺮ ھﻮ ﺑﻦ ﺳﻠﯿﻤﺎن ﻋﻦ أﺑﯿﮫ ﻋﻦ ﯾﺤﯿﻰ ﺑﻦ ﯾﻌﻤﺮ ﻗﺎل ﻗﻠﺖ ﻻﺑﻦ ﻋﻤﺮ ﯾﺎ أﺑﺎ
ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺮﺣﻤﻦ إن ﻗﻮﻣﺎ ﯾﺰﻋﻤﻮن أن ﻟﯿﺲ ﻗﺪر ﻗﺎل ﻓﮭﻞ ﻋﻨﺪﻧﺎ ﻣﻨﮭﻢ أﺣﺪ ﻗﺎل ﻗﻠﺖ ﻻ ﻗﺎل
ﻓﺄﺑﻠﻐﮭﻢ ﻋﻨﻲ إذا ﻟﻘﯿﺘﮭﻢ أن ﺑﻦ ﻋﻤﺮ ﺑﺮيء إﻟﻰ ﷲ ﻣﻨﻜﻢ وأﻧﺘﻢ ﺑﺮﺋﺎء ﻣﻨﮫ ﺳﻤﻌﺖ ﻋﻤﺮ
 ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ،ﺑﻦ اﻟﺨﻄﺎب رﺿﻲ ﷲ ﻋﻨﮫ ﯾﻘﻮل ﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ ﻧﺤﻦ ﺟﻠﻮس ﻋﻨﺪ رﺳﻮل ﷲ
 إذ ﺟﺎء رﺟﻞ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﺳﺤﻨﺎء ﺳﻔﺮ وﻟﯿﺲ ﻣﻦ أھﻞ اﻟﺒﻠﺪ ﯾﺘﺨﻄﻰ ﺣﺘﻰ ورك ﺑﯿﻦ،وﺳﻠﻢ
 ﻛﻤﺎ ﯾﺠﻠﺲ أﺣﺪﻧﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺼﻼة ﺛﻢ وﺿﻊ ﯾﺪه، ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ،ﯾﺪي رﺳﻮل ﷲ
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 ﻓﻘﺎل ﯾﺎ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻣﺎ اﻹﺳﻼم ﻗﺎل أن ﺗﺸﮭﺪ، ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ،ﻋﻠﻰ رﻛﺒﺘﻲ رﺳﻮل ﷲ
أن ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻ ﷲ وأن ﻣﺤﻤﺪا رﺳﻮل ﷲ؛ وأن ﺗﻘﯿﻢ اﻟﺼﻼة؛ وﺗﺆﺗﻲ اﻟﺰﻛﺎة؛ وﺗﺤﺞ
اﻟﺒﯿﺖ وﺗﻌﺘﻤﺮ؛ وﺗﻐﺘﺴﻞ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺠﻨﺎﺑﺔ وﺗﺘﻢ اﻟﻮﺿﻮء؛ وﺗﺼﻮم رﻣﻀﺎن ﻗﺎل ﻓﺈن ﻗﻠﺖ
 وذﻛﺮ اﻟﺤﺪﯾﺚ...ھﺬا ﻓﺄﻧﺎ ﻣﺴﻠﻢ ﻗﺎل ﻧﻌﻢ ﻗﺎل ﺻﺪﻗﺖ؛
Ali Muḥammad ibn Abdullah ibn Bishrān al-‘Adl reported to us in
Baghdad, Abu Ja’far ibn Muḥammad ibn ‘Amr ibn al-Bukhtari arRazāz reports, Muḥammad bin ‘Ubaidallah ibn Yazeed narrated to
us Yunus bin Muḥammad narrated to us Mu’tamir, he is Ibn
Sulaymān narrated to us from his father from Yaḥya bin Ya’mar he
said: I said to Ibn Umar, O Abdar-Raḥman there are some people
who conceive that there isn’t Qadr, so are we one from among them?
He (Ibn Umar) said: No. So, convey to them when you meet them
that Ibn Umar, by Allah, has nothing to do with them and they
nothing to do with him. I heard Umar bin al-Khaṭṭāb (may Allah be
pleased with him) saying: while we were sitting with the Messenger
of Allah (peace be upon him) a man came along without signs of
travel and not from the people of the country, until he sat at the
Prophet (peace be upon him), his thigh between his hands and he
said: O Muḥammad, what is Islam? He (the Prophet) said: That you
testify that there is no deity but Allah and that Muḥammad is the
Messenger of Allah; and that the Ṣalāh is established; the Zakāt is
paid, pilgrimage to the house and Umrah, and performing ghusl
from Janābah and completing the wuḍu’; and the fast of Ramaḍān.
He (the questioner) said: If I say this will I be Muslim? He (the
Prophet) said: Yes. He (the questioner) said: You have spoken the
truth, (then mentioned the ḥadith).

Thereafter Imām Bayhaqy said: ‘It is reported by Muslim in the Ṣaḥīḥ from
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Ḥajjāj bin ash-Shā’ir from Yunus bin Muḥammad except that he did not
take its (reported) wording.’ It is also reported by Imām Dāraquṭni in his
Sunan;7 in Ṣaḥīḥ Ibn Khuzayma with the following channel – Abu Ya’qub
Yusuf bin Wāḍih al-Hāshami narrated to us al-Mu’tamir bin Sulaymān
narrated to us (etc).8 Ibn Ḥibbān also cites this in his Ṣaḥīḥ from the
channel of Ibn Khuzayma.9
Given the above, I would submit that performing ghusl from Janābah
is proven from the aforementioned channels without any doubt, although
this was not reported via the channels as set out by Imām Muslim. The
full wording from the text thus resolutely confirms the pillar which is
purification, aṭ-Ṭahāra, or at the very minimum, performing ghusl from
Janābah and completing the wuḍu’, because it is a necessary condition to
establish a legitimate Ṣalāh, thus establishing this inevitably as a standalone pillar by itself. In origin that has been established with certitude in
the book of Allah:

ﺴ ُﺤﻮا
ﯾَﺎ أَﯾﱡ َﮭﺎ اﻟﱠ ِﺬﯾﻦَ آ َﻣﻨُﻮا إِ َذا ﻗُ ْﻤﺘُ ْﻢ إِﻟَﻰ اﻟ ﱠ
َ ﻖ َوا ْﻣ
ِ ﺼ َﻼ ِة ﻓَﺎ ْﻏ
ِ ِﺴﻠُﻮا ُو ُﺟﻮ َھ ُﻜ ْﻢ َوأَ ْﯾ ِﺪﯾَ ُﻜ ْﻢ إِﻟَﻰ ا ْﻟ َﻤ َﺮاﻓ
ﺳﻔَ ٍﺮ أَ ْو َﺟﺎ َء
َ ﺿﻰ أَ ْو َﻋﻠَﻰ
َ وﺳ ُﻜ ْﻢ َوأَ ْر ُﺟﻠَ ُﻜ ْﻢ إِﻟَﻰ ا ْﻟ َﻜ ْﻌﺒَ ْﯿ ِﻦ َوإِنْ ُﻛ ْﻨﺘُ ْﻢ ُﺟﻨُﺒًﺎ ﻓَﺎطﱠ ﱠﮭ ُﺮوا َوإِنْ ُﻛ ْﻨﺘُ ْﻢ َﻣ ْﺮ
ِ ﺑِ ُﺮ ُء
ﺴ ُﺤﻮا ﺑِ ُﻮ ُﺟﻮ ِھ ُﻜ ْﻢ
ْ أَ َﺣ ٌﺪ ِﻣ ْﻨ ُﻜ ْﻢ ِﻣﻦَ ا ْﻟ َﻐﺎﺋِ ِﻂ أَ ْو َﻻ َﻣ
َ ﺴﺎ َء ﻓَﻠَ ْﻢ ﺗ َِﺠﺪُوا َﻣﺎ ًء ﻓَﺘَﯿَ ﱠﻤ ُﻤﻮا
َ ﺻ ِﻌﯿﺪًا طَﯿﱢﺒًﺎ ﻓَﺎ ْﻣ
َ ﺴﺘُ ُﻢ اﻟﻨﱢ
َوأَ ْﯾ ِﺪﯾ ُﻜ ْﻢ ِﻣ ْﻨﮫُ َﻣﺎ ﯾُ ِﺮﯾ ُﺪ ﱠ
ج َوﻟَ ِﻜﻦْ ﯾُ ِﺮﯾ ُﺪ ﻟِﯿُﻄَ ﱢﮭ َﺮ ُﻛ ْﻢ َوﻟِﯿُﺘِ ﱠﻢ ﻧِ ْﻌ َﻤﺘَﮫُ َﻋﻠَ ْﯿ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﻟَ َﻌﻠﱠ ُﻜ ْﻢ
ٍ ﷲُ ﻟِﯿَ ْﺠ َﻌ َﻞ َﻋﻠَ ْﯿ ُﻜ ْﻢ ِﻣﻦْ َﺣ َﺮ
ْ َﺗ
َﺸ ُﻜﺮُون
O you who believe! When you stand for prayer, wash your faces and your hands
as far as the elbows, and wipe your heads and your feet to the ankles; and if you
7
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are under an obligation to perform a total ablution, then wash (yourselves) and
if you are sick or on a journey, or one of you come from the privy, or you have
touched the women, and you cannot find water, betake yourselves to pure earth
and wipe your faces and your hands therewith, Allah does not desire to put on
you any difficulty, but He wishes to purify you and that He may complete his
favour on you, so that you may be grateful.10

Also, there is what has been reported in the Mu’jam (Mashkul) of Ṭabarāni:

Ḥussein bin Bihān al-‘Askari narrated to us Sahl bin Uthmān
narrated to us (ḥawala) and Muḥammad bin Ḥussein bin Mukram
narrated to us al-Ḥasan bin Ḥammād Sajjādah narrated to us, they
said: al-Muṭṭalib bin Ziyād ath-Thaqafi narrated to us from Manṣur
bin al-Mu’tamir from ‘Aṭā from Ibn Umar he said: A man came to
Ibn Umar and said: O Abu Abdar-Raḥman, indeed we travel and
meet people who say there is no Qadr. He said: If you meet with
them inform them that Ibn Umar has nothing to do with them. We
were with the Messenger of Allah when a handsome man with a
handsome face came along, with a good fragrance and immaculate
clothing. He said: peace to you O Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him), may I come closer to you? He (the Prophet): (you may)
come closer. He came closer and we came closer as well, (saying)
that a number of times until his knees were touching the Prophet’s
knees (peace be upon him).
He said: O Messenger of Allah, what is Islam? He (the Prophet)

10

Qur’ān 5: 6
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said: Testifying that there is no deity except Allah and that
Muḥammad is the Messenger of Allah. And to establish the Ṣalāh,
pay the Zakāt, pilgrimage to the house and fasting in Ramaḍān and
performing ghusl from Janābah. He (the questioner) said: If I do
that will I be Muslim.

He (the Prophet) said: Yes.

He (the

questioner) said: You have spoken the truth (and continued to say),
what of al-‘Imān? He (the Prophet) said: Al-‘Imān is to believe in
Allah, his angels, his books and Messengers and heaven and the fire
(hell); the (the day of) judgement and al-Qadr – its good, bad, its
sweetness and bitterness is from Allah. He (the questioner) said: If
I do that, will I be a believer (mu’min)? He (the Prophet) said: Yes.
He (the questioner) said: You have spoken the truth, and what of alIḥsān? He (the Prophet) said: To worship Allah as if you see him,
although you cannot see him he sees you. He (the questioner) said:
If I do that, will I be Muḥsin? He (the Prophet) said: Yes. He (the
questioner) said: You have spoken the truth.
We said – we have seen a man with a handsome face and a good
fragrance (displaying) great courtesy to the Prophet (peace be upon
him) and saying to the Prophet (peace be upon him), you have
spoken the truth. So the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said: Bring this man to me. So we searched and searched upon street
after street in Medina but could not find him anywhere. Thus the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: Do you know of this
(man)? We replied, Allah and his Messenger know. He said: This
(was) Jibreel peace be upon him, he teaches you all the rituals of
your Deen. What came to me is the image (of him), but I never knew
him, but this image.
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It is also reported in the collection of forty traditions by Ibn al-Muqra’:

Muḥammad bin Muḥammad bin Badr bin Abdullah al-Bāhili alBaghdādi narrated to us in Egypt al-Ḥasan bin Ḥammād Sajjādah
narrated to us al-Muṭalib bin Ziyād ath-Thaqafi narrated to us from
Manṣur from ‘Aṭā from Ibn Umar, he said: A man came and said O
Abu Abdar-Raḥman indeed we travel and we pass by people who
say (there is) no Qadr (then as previously narrated).

Moreover, it is also reported in the Musnad of Imām Aḥmad with an
authentic channel of transmission upon the authority of Ibn ‘Abbās:

Abu Naḍr narrated to us Abdul-Ḥameed narrated to us Shahr
narrated to us Abdullah bin ‘Abbās narrated to me he said: The
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) sat in a gathering of his and
Jibreel came to him and sat in front of the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him), placing his hands on the knees of the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him). He said: O Messenger of Allah, tell me
about Islam. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
Islam is to turn your face towards Allah; to bear witness that there
is no deity except Allah alone, with no partner or associate and to
bear witness that Muḥammad is his slave and Messenger. He
(Jibreel) said: If I do that, will I have become Muslim? He said: If
you do that, you will have become Muslim. He said: O Messenger
of Allah, tell me about al-‘Imān. He said: al-‘Imān means to believe
in Allah, the last day, the angels, the book and the Prophets; to
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believe in death and in life after death and to believe in paradise,
hell, the reckoning (al-Ḥisāb) and the balance (al-Mizān); and to
believe in al-Qadr – all of it both good and bad. He said: And if I
do that, will I have believed? He said: If you do that, you will have
believed.
He said: O Messenger of Allah, tell me about al-Iḥsān. He said:
Al-Iḥsān means to strive for the sake of Allah as if you can see him;
although you cannot see him, he sees you. He said: O Messenger of
Allah, tell me about the hour. He said: Subḥānallah! There are five
matters of the unseen which no one knows except him – ‘Verily Allah
is he with whom is the knowledge of the hour; He sends down the
rain and he knows what is in the wombs and o one knows what he
shall earn on the morrow and no one knows in what land he shall
die, surely Allah is knowing, aware.’11 But if you wish, I will tell
you some of the signs of its approach. He said: Yes O Messenger of
Allah tell me. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:
When you see the slave woman give birth to her mistress or master
and you see the shepherds competing in the construction of lofty
buildings and you see the barefoot, hungry dependents become
prominent figures among the people – those are signs and portents
of the hour. He said: O Messenger of Allah, who are the shepherds
and the barefoot, hungry dependents? He said: The Arabs.

And it is also to be found in Itaḥāf al-Khayra al-Mahra:

11

Qur’ān 31: 34
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ُ ﺎر
َﺎﺻ ُﻢ ﺑْﻦُ َﻋﻠِ ﱟﻲ َﺣ ﱠﺪﺛَﻨَﺎ
ِ  َﺣ ﱠﺪﺛَﻨَﺎ أَﺑُﻮ ا ْﻟ ُﺤ َﺴﯿ ِْﻦ ﻋ:َث ﺑْﻦُ ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ِﺪ ﺑ ِْﻦ أَﺑِﻲ أُ َﺳﺎ َﻣﺔ
ِ َوﻗَﺎ َل ْاﻟ َﺤ
:س ﻗَﺎ َل
ٍ  ﻋ َْﻦ َﺷﮭ ِْﺮ ﺑ ِْﻦ َﺣﻮْ َﺷ،ﯿﻞ َﺣ ﱠﺪﺛَﻨَﺎ َﺳﯿﱠﺎ ٌر أَﺑُﻮ ْاﻟ َﺤ َﻜ ِﻢ
ِ َْاﻟ َﺤ َﻜ ُﻢ ﺑْﻦُ ﻓ
ٍ ﺼ
ٍ ﺐ ﻋ َِﻦ اﺑ ِْﻦ َﻋﺒﱠﺎ
،ﺎس
َ  إِ ْذ َد َﺧ َﻞ َر ُﺟ ٌﻞ ﯾَﺘَﺨَﻄﱠﻰ اﻟﻨﱠ،ﺎس
ِ  ﻗَﺎ ِﻋ ٌﺪ ﻓِﻲ اﻟﻨﱠ،ﺑَ ْﯿﻨَﺎ َرﺳُﻮ ُل ﷲ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ
 ﻓﺴﺎﻗﮫ ﺑﻨﺤﻮ ﻣﺎ ﺳﻠﻒ؛...، ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ،ﺿ َﻊ ﯾَ َﺪ ْﯾ ِﮫ َﻋﻠَﻰ ُر ْﻛﺒَﺘ َِﻲ اﻟﻨﱠﺒِ ﱢﻲ
َ َﺣﺘﱠﻰ َو
 ﻓَﻘَﺎ َل َرﺳُﻮ ُل،ﺐ ﻓَﻠَ ْﻢ ﯾُﻮ َﺟ ْﺪ
َ َ ﻓَﺎ ْﻧﻄَﻠ:ﺛﻢ ﻗَﺎ َل
َ ِ ﻓَﻄُﻠ،ُﻲ اﻟ ﱠﺮ ُﺟﻞ
 َﻋﻠَ ﱠ: ﻗَﺎ َل،ﻖ اﻟ ﱠﺮ ُﺟ ُﻞ َﺣﺘﱠﻰ ﺗَ َﻮا َرى
 َو َﻣﺎ أَﺗَﺎﻧِﻲ ﻓِﻲ ﺻُﻮ َر ٍة إِﻻﱠ، ھَ َﺬا ِﺟﺒ ِْﺮﯾ ُﻞ أَﺗَﺎ ُﻛ ْﻢ ﻟِﯿُ َﻌﻠﱢ َﻤ ُﻜ ْﻢ ِدﯾﻨَ ُﻜ ْﻢ: ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ وﺳﻠﻢ،ﷲ
َﻋ َﺮ ْﻓﺘُﮫُ ﻓِﯿﮭَﺎ َﻏ ْﯿ َﺮ َﻣ ﱠﺮﺗِ ِﮫ ھَ ِﺬ ِه
Al-Ḥārith ibn Muḥammad ibn Abi Usāma said: Abul’ Ḥussein
‘Aāṣim ibn Ali narrated to us al-Ḥakam bin Fuṣeel narrated to us
Sayyār Abul’ Ḥakam narrated to us from Shahr bin Ḥawshab from
Ibn ‘Abbās, he said: While the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) was sitting with the people, a man entered upon them until he
put his hands upon the knees of the Prophet (peace be upon
him)…he mentioned what (was said) previously. Then he said:
thereafter the man set off and disappeared. He (the Prophet) said:
bring the man to me. So I looked but didn’t find him. Then the
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: This (was) Jibreel, he came to
teach you your Deen. What came to me in this image, except that I
knew of it, other than this time.

It is also cited in the works of Ibn Bishrān, via the following channel:

 ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ أﺑﻮ ﺳﻌﯿﺪ ﻋﺒﺪ ﷲ ﺑﻦ اﻟﺤﺴﻦ،أﺧﺒﺮﻧﺎ أﺑﻮ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺨﺎﻟﻖ ﺑﻦ اﻟﺤﺴﻦ اﻟﻤﻌﺪل
 ﺑﮫ، ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻋﺎﺻﻢ ﺑﻦ ﻋﻠﻲ،اﻟﺤﺮاﻧﻲ
Abu Muḥammad Abdal-Khāliq bin al-Ḥasan al-Mu’dal reported to
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us Abu Sa’eed Abdullah bin al-Ḥasan al-Ḥirāni narrated to us
‘Aāṣim bin Ali narrated to us, with it.

The ḥadith of Jibreel is in reality but an explanation of the components of
Islam and its composition, as well as that pertaining to the subject of al‘Imān and al-Iḥsān and an explanation of its foundations, clarifying what
this is and mentioning some of its pillars. It is not in reality a specific
arrangement or order of specified grades or degrees. The arrangement can
be discerned from other legal texts that are continuously recurrent
(mutawātir) from the book and the Sunnah. According to the people, that
will establish what a ‘Muslim’ will be, although that will not inevitably be
the root of al-‘Imān and the root of al-Iḥsān. Islam is operationalised via
‘Imān and Iḥsān. It is the laying out of its pillars and boundaries. They do
not in fact intend to demonstrate any grading or arrangement. However,
this order can be deduced from other legal recurrent texts of the glorious
Qur’ān. The Sunnah shows that a person is considered a Muslim who has
the basis or root of ‘faith’ as well as the basis or root 'perfection'. He cannot
however be regarded as a ‘Muslim’ or someone with ‘faith’ or with
'perfection' arbitrarily without fulfilling certain conditions. Thereafter the
person becomes more knowledgeable as his faith grows deeper and even
more conscious of Allah, the exalted and majestic. This makes him
undertake all prescribed duties and abandon all prohibitions. Such a person
becomes worthy of being called a ‘mu'min’ (faithful).
Following on from this, the individual adopts several recommended
matters and avoids the dislikable ones, even giving up on some permissible
matters as a sign of deep faith and of being extremely conscious of Allah,
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the exalted and majestic, for he worships his Lord as if he can see him, as
noted in the ḥadith. If any person reaches this level he becomes worthy of
being called a ‘muḥsin’, i.e., someone with a ‘perfection'. Each ‘muḥsin’
is a ‘mu'min’ and each ‘mu'min’ is a Muslim but not vice versa, except
under certain conditions and restrictions.
Understanding the reality of ‘al-‘Imān’ is a difficult and thorny
topic, particularly when seeking to flesh out all its unique boundaries,
including the precise interplay with what are considered its nullifiers that
would lead someone into disbelief. Expounding this in exhaustive detail,
by the help and grace of Allah, will be presented in a separate forthcoming
treatise that has been devoted solely to this topic and is entitled: The Reality
of al-‘Imān and the Categorisation of Kufr.

